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'Kewspaper article appearing in TTaBhington Tines- 
'Eerald, June 19, 1942, inferred that the subject, 
a ffiOTio star known as ERROL FLYRN, was deferred 
improperly by his local board because of a hci»rt 
ailrxht. Subject’s Selective Service file reflects 
he was disqualified for military service by a U.S. 
Army examining physician on Feb. 2, 1942, because 
of "tuberculosis, pulmonary, chronic reinfection 
(adult), type in the right apex." Photographic 
copies of subject’a* Selective Service file for- 
warded to the Bureau. 
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. REFERENCE; Bureau letter dated June 22, 1942. 

' I ■? ^ J yi , ~‘i 

•'t - • c: V' »// ^ ^ , 

-if'- - . ^^eferenced Bureau letter advised that the follo'wing excerpt app^red 

in the column, "These Charming People", by IGOR CASSINI, and was 
the "ff^^hington Times-Herald on June 19, 1942; -•■^"’'1? ^ 

' ■ *-» -- 

r. «£rrol Flyun, who was deferred by his H’wood draft. >^ard ^ *S>- 

- 'because of a heart condition. Funny that this should l.app^ _ 
ft to'the^hero of the greatest s creeff battles , to the tennis j ^ 

‘ > jchaapipn of the movie colony, to an ex-boxer and to the greate^ ^ 
athlete of all Hollywood. 'Flynn’s friends, however, say that c«. 
h.e’ 8 burned up- about criticism and that he wants to get into the ^ 
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( " 


'.k! v' t ; ki coits. 'i.e'll seo. Errol looks healthier to us 
t-.; r. Zien they take every day. If it’s his heart taat 

is iceak, Flyi:n should have beea buried a Ion-; time ago.” 


This letter requested that a discreet investigation be nade ime- 
diately and that the Bureau be advised of the complete facts concerning the 
subject’s defern.ent. 

clerk of bocal Draft Board iro. 346, City Hall, Beverly 

Hills, California, advised that the subject had been disqualified for nilitary 
■service by the United States Army Examining Board because of tuberculosis, end 

■ >re had been placed in a IV-F classification by the local board. Hr. 

ivised that iir. A, E. PEIh, 632 North Altadena, Beverly Kills, telephone 

61454, was chairman of the local board, and that -J. -L, l^kHTTY', --547 

Itorth S*;etser, Beverly Rills, telephone York 0493, and dr. B’JCDirB 
732 North Camden Drive, Ttost Los Angeles, telephone Crestvievr 6-4445, '’t&rc 
the members of Local Board Ko. E4G and had been the neiabers in their respeexive 
positions since the inception of this board. - 


The subject’s Selective Service file was obtained from 
and it reflected that on Febr^ry 2, 1942, the subject Vias disqualified for 
military service by reason of ”tuberculosis , pulmonary, chronic reinfection 
■(adult), type in the right apex." His physical examination uras signed by 
JOSEPH P. SZUKAISKI, llajor il.C., examining physician. 


Photographic copies were made of the subject's Selective Service 
file, .and two copies are being forwarded to the Bur^'-uu, Cne photographic 
copy of this file and the negatives are being retained in the instant file 
in the Los Angeles Field Office. Subject's file was returned to Local Board 
Ko, 246 on July 1, 1S42. 


In view of the fact that there, appears to be no violation of the 
Selective Training and Service Act in the subject’s deferment, no further 
investigation will be conducted unless requested by the Bureau^,, 


ENCLOSURES FOP. THE BUREAU: Two photographic copies of subject’s 

, Selective S®rvice file. 
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ifriirral ^urrau of Inuratiga . •.«!» 
Uititrd §tatra Drpartmrnt of ifuBtirt 

Los Angeles, California 
October 14, 1942 


Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
u- ashing ton, D. C. 


Re: ERROL THClJSCN FLYim 

SLLIiCTIVi. SZRVICB 




Dear Sir: 

^ . ^ 

iiefe^Tce is laade to the report of Special i^ent 

/‘u^geles. Califs 

omia, and^^a^eau letter dated June 22, 19L2, in the above- 
captioned flatter. 

On Septanber 19, 1942, the follov:ing inforciation vras 
received from the Branch. Intelligence Office, Eleventh Laval 
District, Los Angeles, California: 




Dear Sir: 


September IS, 1942. 
Re : FLYliL , Errol 





"Cn September 10, 1942, 

recently auployed by the Colie -...tirncu nevenue, 

U. 3. Post Office and Court House Bldg., Los Angeles, 

California (Reliability "B") stated that while he was 
recently sitting in a restaur ant he cvernp^^ tv;o people 
talking about Errol FLYI.1\' 

conversation of one of t'r.ese ^^^n^anoTcated that he v/as 
personally acquainted viith Errol FLYIU and he had ihtSJhiate 
knov.'ledgeo^l^L s personal affftirsj tliat he stated ti'.at both 
FLYI’iN anc^Hn er^ given a 4-F classification under the 
Selecuiveoeivice for the reason that they v;ere physically 
unfit; that' both of these men were exa^si^ed _and were reported 
to.liav^.fead a *spot on their l\ings; thit* the-naedical report 
. --’Shtvdng this condition cost each of thfese j^erso^LS .45,OOC^ _____ 

COPIES DESTKOYED • v 

xs nov; an Ensign, ^-V(S; ,' UutmR,. ou.tmJto 

34 AUG 29 1960q._;j, Khowieuge Errol FLYI.C.' is not in fne ar.;;ed forces. >V.'e I 
■■ are unabLe_to -advise the nvuiser of the Selective Service Board 
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under, which Errol FLYNh was rejected. 
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Re: 


ESP.CL TrICiSC:; rUl'Zl 
SRLlGITi/^ S^vVICE 


IC-U'ii 


V ; 

■*'T 
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. JV 

'3 



i 




^ ■ 


"The above inforication re^arains FlYDT.’ is 
forwarded for such action as you na;/- desire. 

. ^ 

Yours very truly, 

ruKRiz 

— .. --Lieut. -USidir" - 


In view of t'ae previous investigation conducted in this 
matter and reported in the above-referenced report, and inasr.uch as 
the above infonjation is non-specific in nature, no further investi- 
gation in this ciatter is being conducted by this office unless the 
Bureau advises to the contrary. 


•V •• Tin 

25-8187 
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ITrbrral iJurrau of {mirstisation 
Ifiitlrlt States Drpartment of Justice 
dasliington, O. Cf. 

February 27, 1943 


Call: 3:15 Pb', 2/26/43 
Cictated: 5:00 PlI, 2/26/43 

2:00 PH, FOR 1£R. 

2/27/43 

RE: P 0 ?.’rA.Hl£ TPX’oCEIVEr. RADIO, 

^ Serial ^3934j 

KEUTrAUTY ACT - EIPCET CO^nROL. 


trELCH 


r’^ 


Ur. Tol ■ on 

Ur. E. A. Tamm 

Ur. Cl««l_ 

Ur. CUTla 

Ur. Ladd 

Ur. Niebola 

Ur. R««*« 

Ur. TracT 

Ur. Ctrios 

Ur. Cotfay 

Ur. BeodpD 

Ur. Kramar 

Ur. UeGnira 

UL Barbo 

Ur. Qaino Tamaa^ 
Tala. Room 

Ur. Naaia 

Uiat Baahm 
Uiai CaadT 



Upon your authority, the writer contacted! 

cf the Board of Lconoinlc Tarfare in rej^rd to the ahlprent of the 
radio aboard the "Little Sorocco," mentioned in the attached teletype 
frerr. the El Paso Office, dated Febrxiarj' 25, 1943, particularly whether 
the taking of this radio out of the United States without a license 1 b 
a violation of the Erport Control Act, 

Advised that Errol Flynn has a license for the ship- 
sient of thc?"™ng boat "Little Sorocco," with eppurten^ces, to ^^^Ico, 
but that the shipment of instant radio is not licensed. 


stated 
the 

a 

_ _ at 

El Paso, Texas, should obtain a bond from Flynn for the retijn of this radio 
to the United States, wh^h^fdc^, would make a violation of the Export 
Control Act doubtful. miBHHPstated that if a bond were posted, 
the would not believe the case worthy of prosecution in the event • 
technical violation is proven, 

ACTION 

A teletyn^g^ent to the El Paso Office on February 27, 1943, 
setting forthfl|||||||H||B ^ cosnents and instructing that same be made 
available to th^Custon^ervlce for Its assistance in determining whether 
Flynn should obtain ar export license for the shipment of this radio fron 
the United States or whether the posting of e bond insuring its return to 
this country will auffice. The EL Paso Office was also informed that the 
action taken by the Custens authorities should govern and that it willj^t|, 
be necessary for that office to conduct ary Xurther investigation at the'’ 
present time. ^ 




^ ^ 4/ — ( 

Respectfully, B 

j7 7 i ^ s: j^ 

*rCX 


f,\: < APv ’ 

R. 0. Kittdlsen 
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fBI EL- PASO 
DIRECTOR 


2-25-A5 


7-05 PM 


DMH 
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^ - 

DOLT,- PORTABLE TRANSCEIVER’ RADIO, SERIAL NUNBER THREE NINE THPXE TOUR, 
NEUTRALITY ACT, EXPORT CONTROL, CUSTOMS OFFICIALS, EL PASO, TODAY 
STOPPED "LITTLE SOROCCO", FISHING MOTOR BOAT ThfENTY TWO FEET LONG, ^ 

SHIPPED BY ERROL FLYNN FROM HOLLYWOOD, CALIFORraA, VIA FREIGHT TO EL ^ 

PASO FOR TRANSSHIPMENT BY KOTOR FREIGHT TO ACAPULCO, MEXICO, FOR STATED 
nSHING TRIP THAT PLACE, RADIO IS MODEL ET EIGHT NAUGHT ONE THREE, 

SERIAL THREE NINE THREE FOUR, PROPERTY OF REGISTERED^ 

FOR USE ON LEEDS YACHT "LITTLE MONA", CALL PRESENTLY 

CHECKING TO ASCERTAIN IF OWNERSHIP LICENSE TRANSFERRED LEEDS TO FLYNN 
INSTANT RADIO, REQUEST BUREAU ADVISE WHETHER RADIO ON EMBARGO LIST 'TN 
AND WHETHER SHIPMENT INSTANT RADIO COVERED BY LICENSE. NyTHEJtOJ:EDS ^ 
NOR FLYNN IN EL PASO. IF VIOLATION NEUTRALITY AC T. REQUE ^'tOS :ftNG£LESV-^^ 
BE FURNISHED DESIRED INSTRUCTIONS FOR INTERVIEW 0 H^H|aND FLYNN. — 

bry£E . 


END 
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JFriJrral Surratt of Inurstigalion 
Uiiitrb ftafra Department of Juaticr 

tr . 

tnaelnnston, D. C. 

March 1, 1943 
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Lkdd 
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PO'.TABLF TFJL^SCITVEE F-AFIO, Serial ^3934 
.-;i'JT.-i.iLITY ACT - iCL=>CFT C3:vtFJ31. 


Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. Nichols^ 
Mr. Ro»«n 

Mr. Tr*«7 

Hr. CariOB 

Hr. C«tfty__ 

Hr. B*&don 

Hr. Eramir^, 
Mr. MeGsire. 
Hr. H»rbo 
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Mr. QalAB T»nun 
T«l«. Rftpa 
Mr. Nbih 


Mitt Bttbtn J 
I M C 




•- F.eference is made to the teletvpe dated February 25, 

1943, fro- the El Paso field office in the above capti 
TT.atter. Tne-Xustoros officials at El Paso a(^i'se t.^at the 
r.iOtor boatryXittle Sorocco" o^^T.ed by Erro^iyTin, the T.otion pict-y? 
actor, hir bee.". shi'‘iDed fre-- HollvYiOod, Caiiforriia, via freight to 
El Paso, Teocas, fdr Acapulco, Uod.co. The Curtems 

aboard t.his boat the above-nenti oned radiP^Tied by 
arid registered for use aboard the yach^^'*^ttle Mona" 
Or-.ea oypiM^^ A request >as made to determine wuether the radio 
above— .Te.itioned '*>as contained on the Enbsrvo Lirt and Vihether tne 

ship-ne.-.t to Ifexico had bee.i covered an Export iioe.nse. Upon the 
1 ecei t of the above teietj'pe, S^jpervisor R* 0» ilittexsen cocmiuriicated 

of the Board of Econorlc ?;arfare, at ahich time the 
Errol Flynn had secured a license for the shipment 
of his fishing boat "Little Sorocco" with appurtena.nce^t^^e3^^ut 
that the shianent of instant radio was not licensed. 

considered this shipcaer.t a possible technical violatiou of cn^^^iort 
Cor.trol Act. He stated furt.ner tnat the sale of the radio in Mexico 
would be a definite violation. Ke suea®sted, however, that the 
Customs officials at El Paso, Texas, srould obtain a bona from Flynn for 
t.ie return of the radio to t.he United States wnich, if done, would make a 
violation of the Export Cor.trol Act doubtful. 

There are several aiigles to be considered in tnis matter. In 
the first instance, attempts to ship materials on the Embargo List 
outside of the U.nited States are not covered in the Act. The next 
possibility is that a conspiracy does not exist since Flynn has not 
conspired with any other persons apparently in unnertakij^ the ahipping. 
Until the radio has actually been ahippea frou the United States, it is 
highly doubtful that ever, a technical violation is present. A ccorduh " ..... , 
the fcLlorin^ instructions were issued telephonic ally to SA 
of the El Paso field office at 4:50 p.m. on Murchyl, 1943- 
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well as the decision of a representative of the Board of Economic 
V.arfare. It was su’gested that tide matter be discussed with the Custcxus 
officials at El Paso, Texas, and that the su£sestion offered by the 
Board of Econotaic Viarfare concerning the eec'arlng of a bond guaranteeing 
a return of this radio to the Uriited States also be set forth. It was 
pointed out definitely that the action to be ta.ten aho'uld be left entirely 
^within the province of the Customs Service and that they apparently had 
the folloYrlng lines of action open: First, to let the radio be erdpped 

without an Export license, wldch it is doubtful that thej' would do; 
second, to require Flynn to secure an Export license for the radio; 
and third, to requi-e the postLng of a bond guaranteeing "the return of the 
radio to the United States by Flynn. In conclusion it was pointed out 
that the ultimate action reco-nended by the Customs Service should 
govern and it was not necessary’ for El Paso to cc»iduct any further 
investigation at this time. 


F,e spe ct f uHy , 


lOJldi 


F. L. Ifelch 
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- c • 
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the United States Customs Serrlee, SI Faso, Ttxae, on Jabruary S 
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Cuatona gxiard at the Stanton Street 
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article a vera found in order szcept for the ahOTe-aantioned radio, 
adiieh was in the boat, eoTered with a tarpaulin* ^b^r|dlo was 
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that he talephona(|H||H|H|||H||[|^^ Deputy Collaetor, who 
instructed him to Mls^n^radT^ud permit the rest of the 
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passeL£cr arrivins abcara _ 

on Afril 29 , 1945# 




CHARACTCif OF 


rcRZica: m.m coirrROL - u 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


Passecser, journalist and Argentine citizen, arriTed 
at New Orieena froa Buenos Aires and ic proceeding to 
Beverly Bills , Celifornle »t®e he plans to vcrlte for 
tlr? er.': A-eri can newspapers* Passenger’s father, 
. president of Buenos Aires Stock 

cchaiuge, director of Trensradlo and alleged pro-Nazi, 

Physical description of passenger eet out. 
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DE2AUS: 



gfcr acoiff 


arrived as a passen- 
n April 29, 1943* 


This passenger was afforded an^nt^v^?^ 
ty B panel board consist!^ 
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Tills p&BBeoger Inforised that his grenifatlierjl _ 

*'#•,3 a senator in Argentina on two or three different occe^'ons and was 
"Oovfc-"^ * r c'^ ' Prov inc e of Euono g Aires* Ke also stated that another 

the first Areentlne diplomatie 
agent to the UnltedStates^^JfPj^^; urther stated that this grandfather 
bought three warahips from the United States GoTernaent, paying for them with 
his own money* 

stated that he was acquainted with number of the 

# reonnel of the moTie' ii^'urtrios at Hollywood, among whom are ERRO^ma: and 

acquainted with the head of the latin American 
^pert^nt of the Associated Press, former Associated Press corre^ondeat in 
Buenos Aires* 

Inasmuch as this passenger 'a baggage was In the custody of 
customs off ieicle du rtng the interview, It was no t tu i rf a certain the 

contaits ofJ[^^£* letter of introdiCtlon fioml 

Thja passenger’s baggage was searched by cub toms officials 
and nothing of a derogatory nature vbs f ound. 

Following is a description of this passenger as obtains d 
through interview and perscmal obserTatlon. 

None: 

Ag» 

Bom 

Katloaallty 
Height 
Tfoi^t 
Hair 
Eyes 

Ccmple:don 
Ear it el status 
Identifying 
documents: 


Failure to develop any derogatory information during ths 
.interview vrlth this passenger does not constitute an endoreeaent or approv 
of this individual’s admittance into this country* 
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SUBJECT: 


Dij ulor, FBI (€2-75147 
Leg 1 , Havana (64-153) 


’) 


Aik '1 DUS' GAikiLlJiG ACTIVIili:.S IN 
ANT J -JiACICETEERING 


dath: March 13, 195S» 

AM:WFOR5SM>0U0pyUf 

14 IS UViCLf-SU'l-P,; i 


CUBA 

^ i/sji 

195 ?. Since the 


8, 


Ro^^':•el>ce Havana letter Jnmmry 

submission of juierence letter, the following ialoriaation has been 
eveloped con.,e. ning the activities American gu.ablers in Havana; 


•• . ' 

Tne g«iL!*blfAg casinos in Cuba were 'closed irom January T, 
1959, the date ol tha’ overthrow of the BATISTA renirne. until - 


‘'Febitjary i9, l^hH, -rfnen certain casinos were peri-ntted to reopen 
by government decree; Contacts with numerous sources affiliated 
with ^erican ; ai.^blers in Cuba indicated that duj lug the period 
g^bling casincs wer^ closed very 11 1. lie overt effort was made on 
the part of any of the Amcricau holders t'> obtain percis 

to reopen. Gi- ’^iiuaj^y 8, 1952 , dvised th o American casino 
’(h.d t<5 have casino ji'ii; notel epiplc' ''es bring pressure 
C vban Government to i'‘r) mit the reopening of gambling 




-o. 


operators int< ; 
to bear on the 
casinos. , ~- 


j 


\ 


.. Subs'^i.uently numerous deirci ptrations wei • ^held by employees 

of the various m,r..,bling casinos petitioning the government to perx-it 


the reopenin^ 
hotel and casi"'> 
February 19, I’'- 
Sans Souci, Co ■; 
Deauville, 


the'easinos in ordr 
workers. Pe rm i s s .1 1 ' • 
for the followir; 
i 'i-o, ■ Riviera, Kilt o 
'illa-Biltmore and r 


.8 

^9 

.0 

■•T. 

*2 

•3 

'4 

;5 

>6 

•• S 
‘.9 
>0 
s 

>2 


•permission to r.-'Ui'en. 


to provide 
was finall-' 
.TLsinos tc t‘- 
, Nacional, * 
dixa casinos 


ployment for the 
l.ranted on 
■yen: Tropicana, 

r pri and St. Johns 
'■ere not granted 




decree allov.in, 
about by the s"; 
unions 'to go or 
casinos reopem ■, 
February 11, If- 9, 
casinos in Hav; u:i , 

• 3.0 

■ 3- k b 

7 - Bureau (1 cr’r’ii 

1 'i 1 f. 


I dvised on February 1959, th.'^ 1 the government 
certain gambling casiucs to reopen uad been brought 
<>1 fj threats made on i-hr^ part of the hotel employees* 


' /U-! 

A. 


r.t 


i. rike unless their H;j„iands were J’ 
Source noted that ihe Cuban Gov 
I, to confiscate all slot machinei 


- -rd and the 
iiment began 
?n all gambling 


; Miami 
Now Yor 

Boston 
’ Newark) 
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JOHN ^OOAR HOOVtR 
, DiRCCTOR 







Jcftrral ^Jurran ol iiiuratigatian 

States Di’parlninit nf?ustirr 
iHns(iingtou, D. (C. 

July 27, 1943 

V? ' for THE BIRlCToP. ■ 


Mr. Cofff’V 

Mr. Clsviii 

Mr. V,*AA^0>^^ 

j&: ±!^ 

Mr. Tricj' 

Mr. A c e r I 

Mr. Car»ot,_ 

Ur . Haru-j _ _ 

Mr. T’r D.’.rr, 

Ur. Uudford 

Ur. Stark* 

Mr. Quit:. Tatirr. 
Tel*. Ron—. 


i'ith reference to the recent news corjnent Tei*. Ron-. 

concerninr the situation in hollyicooa, California, jj,. 

wherein itis alleged that 300 or more girls each ^-onth 
disappear, and the'' story of vice existing there, the * • 

Burea\. has had no directed activity toward this conditi'on, f.^^ i^^^^ 
hhite Slave Traffic Act violations have been spcrcdiczllg-. .. j ' 
resorted in the area. Shey do not appear to be tied in ter ^ j 

any pattern in the movie colony. • 

Act icn to be taken ; 


In 

Angeles Cffi 
news item an 
their att ent 
appear from 
of the count 
of reverses 
This is not 
does reveal, 
the pa rt of 


view of the article, we are requesting the Los 
ce to furnish the details with reference to the 
d the cases which have been recently brought to 
ion which Kay tie into Hollywood vice. It does 
the article thot these girls come from all sections 
ry and ena up in the Hollywood colony, and because 
end failure to obtain employment they turn to vice, 
in violation of the ihite Slave Traffic Act but 
if true, an a ggrevated condition and a failure on 
Ic'^cal law enforcement to properly perform its duty. 


Jlc- 


Attachmerrds 


S' 


Respectfully , 


A. Rosen 
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'elluioid Boomtown: 


leporter Finds Hollywood 
Jves 'Outside the Law' 


Denizens Justify Colony's Excesses 
By Comparison With Gold Rush Days 

Thii ii the third of a xeriei of 10 articlfs bv a^hicaoo Tribi 
riier tcho went to HoUvnood to see u hoi uax happeiiinff there. 

By MABCTS^NN - 


Lows Are Made To Be Br>ql:en^ 
Hollywood Tenet, Says Y^ter 

(Continued /rom Firtt Pagr) *J«pBn," Chaplin Mid >"Uh that 
. . ciirJous egomania of Hollywood, 

bfmg. •• the star so great he can 

pull down »'.500 a week and China. In India. Hindus worship 
thereby hold up a picture 10 days nse as a *od. The Caucasians made 
by mulling his lines; the studio • V.'hy should I’" 

, , » , u . V He has sonie cuno\:s Jnecd'. 

powerful he can hay 

a t2o0,000 picture may on his 


X. a t250 000 picture made on his 

' a CbicoiJo Tribune |ot gncj never even look at it or 


lot .no never eien iooK ^ nored by the movie maLer.s, 'rr.. 

yow It has been maae. bey e mtrodu.i.ou 

he has a perso.,a. .eud a Hollvwood p'.avbov vl.r, 

procucer: thep^dyer ao pt^ he ^ ChapUn He 

ran afford to make a *J 000 000 , _ .r-w 


Uiis strange world, with thaf . and a wanton diMega.d of Uie 

-ap Platitudinous wit that 

w . . ... . T^ri.'Thev feel Just the same *a> .poor, oenighted beings of the land,^ ... . ^ 

for sopbrsucauom are made j„,t«a wnole. He thinks he yn do. 


ae broken. 

> 

w Analyses Attempted 

Few ever bothered to analyze 


|hke Okiohama rn the oil ‘^’ror mLh"of m 

Give the place time.' No onep^^tUc is respon-sibie. lor >t sets B.vfrly'HilU po 

ladds that the local boom has been these ^mgs on a plane far above -annoving ' Chaphn anc 

.going strong for 30 years. • vagrant^ Here _Mu 


jrest of the story is »elt know: 
and sordid After the girl unuer 


Few ever bothered to tnalyze;~^ 3 , t^hat of moruls. Most of it is Pr^l|;“,;°,\*:"X;anh Here Mu 

* peculiar moves here. A man. _ duced bv the colors itself lU spo.-;^j^jp^j Judge Charles Griffiii, 

-nt out not long ago and wrote|Sonje Remain Nice lig.it.s— those strong sentenced her to 90 dav.s' sen i 

book about Hollywood, a book; perlertly nice, nonmald,MmVgiaieT-"and* ii'i*w ^ r,nri * *on 

.porting to be a sociological gravitate out heie. Some which corrupts all it touches. Chaplin again" 

i.y. No one bothers to mention The majority Hundieds of case.s could br died . 

lat the resulting apologia should . j j weeks, and‘" illustration of ihi.s, but the two Chaplin Buddie In Court, 

w . 1 . „ -.i.v. » hr.v nf salt ■ ° a‘uiig lo. . Hiost flagrant examp.e.s of the 

e been taken with a box oisa •_ jy^j^jgr-jy j(, them: Trauma^j^f which managed to gel! While in court the girl spiec. 


. .. h? er. •■•f 


ir.r for a' 


girl spiec. 


and amnesia. Forgotten is alt of into the public prints over the dead chayltn's buddie. Rober 


sjor studio. Nevertheless. of modesty, of dignity, orbodies of a good many Hollywood ex-radio small talk gentlem 

ift sub 5 idi 2 ied volume he iusti- any’soealled homely vutue real name Is Richa^Ih^l 

never knew "V ler. Kiigle 


-s Huily >' -."-i-* t.\-v....-cS on the 
; ound that Hollywood is Just like , 
aska In the gold rush. Oklahoma 
1 the oU rush, Newport in \^e . 
,i with lu nouveau riche. N 


,y so^alled homely vutue they^"t^‘y' i-nanea^napiin jWhose real name Is Richa^Ih^l.c 
once knew — and some never knew ijer. Kiigler was arrested by ih. 

ty. Nvmnt Ch.pitn Matter Dropped pgi in'l841 on charges of enter 

In their stead emerge.s the "new Hot'vwood thinks the Chaph.n ing the United States Illegal': 

17 r«i 71 matter should be dropped now | from Austria in 1&38. A mt.i. 
(Turn to PBJf 13. CO). 2) AAifArv m macmftL^ instrumental in hav 


matter should be dropped now i from Austria in 1&38. A mc..i 


Chaplin 


new , magnate was Instrumental in hav 


bride? Aren t they living quietly Ing a bill introduced In Congres' 
in the Chaplin mansion, half Span- a-sking that his citizenship be e' 
Ish. half Mediterranean, half early tablished by act. This failed u. 
MetroOoldvvvn Maver. up on Sum- pa.ss. The Department of 1mm! 
mit Drive in 'Beverly Hills? gration refuses to say whether 

Chaplin U one of the weaUhle.sl ; Arden is scheduled to be depc.teo 
members of the movie colony, after the war or whether his case 
Other members say he should be, 'has yet to be heard, 
for he is notoriously stingy, con- After the hearing a detective 
tributmg neiUier to local charity . Capt. W. W. White, gave Joar 
nor any other. He U a British !S100 and a tourist ucket to New 
citizen who has never attempted j York, White told her ATSen 
to become a naturalized Ameri-I 'Kligleri left the money and 
can. and among the Chaplinlana , ticket for her. She was to ge. 
now being Investigated by assorted out and stav out. 

Federal agencies is his income tax.. .She didn t. she met a friend ir. 

His remark that he is "a ciUrer, Omaha who told her to com# bac. 
ol the world " is well known. Not! and fight. She tried to react 
known at all Is the reply he made .Chaplin again, again was arrestee 
to a friend who suggested it really and sentenced to 30 days. Thi 
wa.s time he took out citizenship ' re.st of the story is well kno»x. 
papers here. Various inve.svigaiions ir.vt 

"They have autues to me ini Chaplin’s life were begun. Had m 
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,{ 


ntributed to the deiirnuency of Aueast 1941. Ehr made no head- 
;nors by ha'-ir.; tiie Bnrry g'.r’.,v.av. In fact, a group of officials 
hie,_t-i««'^here he has t*o:went to her parents in^P^ta Bar- 
. ung sons? Had he been an bara and obtained a leTTfr-i^nK 
cessory to two lU»raI operations the parents did not want to prose 
iformed on Joan Bat r> ?/ jeate. as the girl ‘was so jo^.r-l'^ 

Mis marriage to Oonu/ O'Neil, llie scandal would be humiliating. 
.0 was 18 years old^n May, 'The matter was dropped, 
spears to have flowed *up thes-| Cmi» 

.esugatlons. Whether moie Betty Hansen Case 

,ie with tne ctiiers etpeno? on, ^ y^gj, Betty Hansen. 17 


-ler of SolrWurtzel, a pro- 
UUa. -a at 20th Ceti-ary-Fox. The 
Jury, including Wurtzel. went to 
jtsi-ir^and reported a no bill on all 
me oefendants — the three who had 
admitted ruilt as well as Fiynn 
who denied it. 

This was too flagrant a miscar- 


Irlage to be ovcrloohrd. Moreover 
an energetic district attorney ws 
.then in office, John T. Is^weiler 
1 "Issue the complaint,” he\rderei 
I “We have as much evidence as w 
lever do." 

Ever'.'one In the film Industr 


e zeal or InieBrjly of the district 
tomey's office. 

ijon Tcchoiaua 


was reported missing. As she was 
a Juvenile the Juvenile court looked 
her up. In her pockelbook they 


The Flynn technique In which'foi:nd Flynn.s private telephone 

. number. In the sub.scqaent grand 
«as acquitted O* statulorj rape j^vestication three youths. 

. three counts, may be related £,[ vihom were emploved by 
,’ch more briefiv. "^he girls in ^ame studio fWamer Brolhersi 

■e case were Pegg>^^<atLerire, Kivnn, admitted aexiial rela- 
ow girl, and movie-struck Betty uonsi.ip with tire girl. Flynn de- 
an->en. nied it. 

riie Satterlee girl fir st aflempled i On the grand Jury was Harry 
press charges against Fiyr.n in Kvurlz*-!, ar. actor s agenr. Wurtzel 


TTTo to-wn on Dockweilw. but 
went to town 

thi Flynn case 

wa\ acquitted. Tgy 

lad\s cheered^ but 

tt g^s ,^®7alled Ho'.lywo^; 

amusinc to'S.o ^ he*t 

Und DockwcUer died of * 

I attack. 
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OjJi-ce Msmo. 


.,..Um • UNITED ST^. 


^ OVERKMElvT 


TO 


FXOM 


1 ' 


7 c 2.'.r;rif 






DATS: 


October 00, 1.03 


SUBJECT: 


et a I 

y/J^o '"ooc}' F:3c:’ysTS 
SECP.ET SERVICE - 


/ 


'f r.ir. . 

’’O 


'•‘T. JoEJtD'r^yillis, Secret Sejyuice, called i'r. Roach at ' 

6 P.’^ on October 30_, 19. 3_, ‘end" s^taieC hat he had jO Lt received ' 

' c "I Tc i oT Tix'te'e n vror.iii'jnz riovie actors and enoertai ners iho ^ .f 

-to he'' invited to the Ohite bonse on J''ondai/,_ d'ove.nber 3, 2^. TZ^-;. 

f. , , ^ ^ ^ f ^ r- nr D n h 


f . ^©0^ 

'o%*' 


:r:.onc as Bob Hope, Erro J^li^n, ^ 

r ^ s'^ '~r hcccccyd^cc an'' ct*ier re"]- \-vo':^ent virrsons rare 'd,- 

Incli'ded'' on the list end he desired thnt the Bnrea’i riles be cr.ecKe'i^, 


stat zr. 


cZe>^- 0 


/ 

/ . 



‘‘•i'Erue — nanes, 'Re stated that the ..kite Rouse vac j^arzicalci 1 i,.er_. 

'“to tTOi-: ir there vere anv r.oral charges being filed against 
persons as theg did not ’ ent to car.se enbarrassn.ent to ...e 
by inviting son. undesirables, Ellis staned ' o 

that theu realised ^re ^v:as Jitil^ pj-^ n^tmng to >-o rn . . 

.chec'-s, n..rticiilarl:; the criminal cnccks, ^._ '•'Ccr. 


too 'it an-/ '.a 


'r. ' Ui s th': t 

•'• inacr r. rinz reco rds o !' th c s c_ 


■.i^vinc data ihatciever_ 




mnn le an 'I i u i £ '■" o ■ .th_e__zi_ 


,_cn^crl] 
li~ - T~" 


I '• T i.- ^t^d"', ,‘a_ _ J^tk-.hTZ c c hcc):~ddRTd~^t be r.a d^J ‘^ifdL ti, 

• lit in vno ti~.e a lloz zee. 

Pursuant to j/our instructions Rr. Ellis 'aas told that he_ 
p „ 7 s - r -J,; i ,-: C •; tifuirio Pn -tg_^ in parti CiJ g_r . > "7^ 
persons involve d, t he nr ean^LRlildL-QJR-l — tia — ■ 1 ^ ^ _ - 

0 r' th rEl^O’-s' rsjfirenpr^t o thf?e ne j:3onj_,in(^r_p^ir ^^^ ^ 

SP-tr'.'.. .-J. jrnrld take tine t o cor . glete tne cr ..ch i^;'rg ^nhly, . r. dll <-S 

'ra't^th^tXrar-n^ecicted the Bureau's position 

Ino further actiof in the -after until he haa sotainec „ore 

(information on.A:hicB to^base a, reasonable 

‘ HtconciO- '‘c,'/' 


•TIOJJ: ' i/vui/ •, -• 

."one. For 'jo'‘T inforp.atio.n. 


NOV 2C.J':>53 
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anJ Ttibler «nd feUw “■“!^^*^ |N; 

h their axclvSiTt^ll busin««a. 
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An^tles, has also 
si:ailar establish~ent His 

agency is conmonly kncr/n as a '*ii^sh 
peddler" in the Holljnvood Ilcvie Guild 
and he also supplies strip tease artists 
for stag affairs* 


C* February'’ C, 1 /L 3 , 3 i 
ivirlv Hills rrostitui 


;as reliably inforr.ed tl'.at ' 
ZegH'rlv Hills. Cc 111 ornia , 

prctecti'^^fee Vo 250,Oo‘ per month, 1 i.ave no alternative bat pay hin or lose 
trv ''rntectlon and "practice''. 


X 

'p 


claims 

artist of proninent ' est Coast personalities. Her modus 
ooerandi is to invite starlets to her hone on the pretext of -.’riting a coluon 
about them. Ihere, like a magnet, she dra-.-rs her blackmailing gossip from her 
unsuspecting starlets ’nhom she wines anu introduces to the ri jit people, while 
tapping every-source of extortion iniomation. 




.0^ 
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Lob Angelas, CaliforQi& 
April 27, 1945 


t 



In ISSslJH^^-aB placed on ERROL-?ETi’!i’g peraonal payroll. 
that he had been working” on one of the gambling cLipa owned . 
' of i* ooBst of Santa Uonloa. fie had acted as aaster of. - 

cereconiee anc saw that lone aien and women gambling on the ship beoasa. 
acquainted. When ho was flret associated with FLYNN he was glren a pass 
to the *»arner lot and frequently brought young girls to FLYNN‘s set 
it was well known that the actor was haring relations with these young 
girls at the studio and it finally became so notorious that it ie reported 
JACKX.^FJiER personally instructed FLYNN to cease bringing these girls on 

to the studio property. It is alleged that irtion a prirate train of 

Warner Brothers personnel procee^^^^o^^^^^^f or a pram'^era showing of a ■ 

' fnr^^^Ted to be "Santa 

Mickey Finn foil owl n^rhici^h^Sis raped by ©EpL_£LXuJ^ . 

VLYic; allegedly made bets with certain friends on the train that he could 
aocooplish this feat and as a result the actrese attempted to coonit 
suicide and had to bo flown back to Loe Angeles for hospital ixatl on. 
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Memo for th® I^irector 


April 27, 1945 


Ros 





wa 





^ ran®ral reputation at that time was as personal pi»p 
for ERF.OL FLYTTr^out 19S9 FLYHH had him placed on the 
payroll in the publicity departnent although he actually never did *«y 
in connection wUh it and his principal function appeared to be to obtaui 
girls for certain executiTOs and producers as well as for FLYHH. 
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ce ISAi^mo, andum • united si. tes go\epv.nment 

; 'r'.. 

TO : DLiJC'it'ri .*. DATE: i'^7 23, 1?43 


7 - , 




^ • r i , 4(« 1 O' '4 • <«> w ■ Xi « G 

r iu-oS£ Or !‘..:rOR^\ D’,n.: 


Tnis is a status .■-^rw...-u:-; t-: uC^-.-iln t you v;ith the ir.for-juitioA' 


thus laT developed reriirdiri 


o? c^3£ 


vh. th al ia s • 


bee.* actor’iirroT, ,er brothers dtudics!"^^ri 

aw ..ar..er s provided --iris for il-.-nn and " 

vie €>:c 
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^ANDMO ^CMk- HO. 


pffcj ^ - IV [ e772orandum • united states government 


TO : Tin; Di: 


DATE: nay 24, lv /5 


FROM 




SUBJECT: 


'•: f '■> '■, T T C 


w-:. 


This is c cU^t'^s r?jc."c'rcrul”r. to run'" 

j^g— xrrjtx>i'ci t)S.ck-ji'cunci fJid DLCtivit^cs Cx 




v»^. Atf- ; 

f. c;rr«v_^ 

4V ^ 

y^^>Ve«^ 

' '►It. ?T»er 

W. I'r— 

15-. r^rtrr 

VT. 

Kr. IfjVar^ 

te-. 

IS*. ti.T’ 

?«>. P&Oft 

^ kl o^AjS L 

^/.•H t v — 


lii'.\j. -• v . J 
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Upcr. becc^Llrs hf f^equer-tV.' 

^/ch *nabl»d Li^ to drive on actiir. Ko secret wts cede 

t,rin£ ycunc w^x.. these ^irla In his Cre^. 

of the fact thet h-p ^ drecsic-^ roo== o:* the lot. It fir.a_l5 

t^ld that be vr.ula hav. to 
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Tills aemcranduin is to advire you of the current developments 
regardir.g the activities of a Terr er of 

£TT£!^>iIlynn4 who is presei.tly corii>ect&d 

CvJTent Activities - — ~ 
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"^esently connected ?:iti 
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ACTiiN TC ?" ta:^>: 


These data are sun-lied for your infors^^n. The Los An^eies Office 
is closely follorir.j the aoVlvltirS of subiectJUl nd you -ril3 be prcr.-tly 
advised of future pertinent developaents, 
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Eeveriy 1: j Ilf , Cs.lirorai&, 
she s'carently fccar->ed a 
■ of E^vsrlv pills* ”as 
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CjJlCC ]^y/i.tVlOVUilUUlU • uxiThD ^TaTEs goverxmekt 


TO ; THE he:: TOR y 

frcm ; ' ^ .. f , 


VATE ; Esc t ~.C ^ r -C, > -•-? 

r, -'• 
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FECM ; 
SLi bj L.CT: 




PEEPOEE 


L'?c^ 


To ccciiai Ki 'jou loith iho Tcccwt cls'jclopvicr.'to */i tthic ca^c 
end to call to-uour attention the Los Anjclcs division’s recent rt- 
qaest that consideration be ^iven to closinj this c^^se, 

PE0E''T DEJELOP.’.'ENTS _ 
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Everything indicates 'i^/iat |H|mB > w c coriaje'te scounorel 
^Cnd is reDort^^ f oTX'^ne occasiony entered into a cono^jiracy 

'■Phereby^///g///[^^ljl////ll^/^-!:^s given a niccey finn ana i^r.ile she 
jyos incapacity/ye_Cjf, s'ne-^hjas raped by Errol riyr.r.» 

’Ll 'it has been shoym that flHB i- ^ doss contact of 


It has been shoym that is a very close conzac ^ Oj 

Ee frequently arranges p^^ure and hT: siness zrins or 
^^^^and, in addition, appears to act as a liaison nan for 
enterpris-es m lie ajqjays is designatea zo entertain ouzs . 

persons coning to Los ^njeles, who have conzact wit}-, t'l.e iiughes 
organisation, ~ 
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Haroftn F* 



1, S.sk^SSUI 





^oantly ship's physloisn* S.Sil^SSUEnUA.^ who departsd 
;sntina for Chile 12«24-59, Intending to sail Tla Grass 
for U» S* Sent baggage to San Franolsbo Tia S.t* . 
:.NANa££. Stated he e ould 
bXYKl.', novle aol 
o/o ^ 

mmilllllllP^ Ssn Frsnedsoo* 

Reported to have stated that Tit^UABTENSf Berth Gsi 
Lloyd Agents fiuenoe Aires • who Is prominent Baal in 
Argentina, suggested SOBJLCT would *aaks a good agsot* 
and that he had offered his serrloss to the Osman 
Enbassy, Buenos Airss* , . . 

BD-5, -B, -11, -12, -15 - FBr^~ J:. 

29 Jan.1940 
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HOOW»ft'0P Fk 4Ai- CDMMU^CATIOM re 
THC »tC»»EflL»Y or rTATK 

»A*MlMCmM«, o. c. 
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In reply refer to 
A~lt 862.8591/736 


J 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
WASHINGTON 

January 26, 1940 


^H-3-P^ 


aTRIOTLY" eC i H r iPg! ?TI Ab 


My dear Mr. HooTer; 

Referring to a telephonic request from your Bureau 
made some weeks ago In a conversation which Mr. Warren 
of my office had with a member of your staff, I am 
pleased to enclose a copy of strictly confidential 
despatch no. 754 of January 11, 1940 from the American 
Consul General at Busfi^s Aires, Argentina, In regard 




to the steamship JllfsBukuma and one Dr. Hermann F. Wrben 
II already has a record In your Bureau. Should ad- 

ditional information of value regarding Dr, Erben 
be received I shall be pleased to send a copy thereof 
to you. 

Sincerely yours. 






George 8. Messer smith 
Assistant Secretary 










Enclosure: ^ ^ 

* From Consulate General ."^'Bue no e A1 
no. 754, January 11, 1940, with 
enclosure. 

J. Edgar Hoover, Esquire, | 

Director, Federal Bureau of Investl 
Department of Justice. 


1 JAN P^fvl 9 !'; 

V ^ FE . 

^ ' I 
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-D'jrUC.’.TE 


Bucaioa Xlres, ArjentliiA^ JonuUT’ 11« 1940* 


tHlUJLiy L!.‘--nl l^J ViUai 

STBJECT J Activities Of Oeratin Vessels In Arc«ntlne Porte. 


^TUcA /y 


TEE EOL'ORABLE • . ^ 

TES SSCRETAET CF STATS, 
lASmGTOE. 

SIR: 

I have the honor, vlth refereno* to mg- deepat^ no. 
SG2 of Soveauer 17, 1933, end other reports relating to 
the Gernnn vecsol VsBulnzaa which was at the port of 
Incenlero Chite at Bahia Blanca prior to helns scuttled 
off the east coast of Argentina, to tronsslt herewith 
a oeaorandu3 prepared hj Vice Consul Clifton P. Snglish. 
recording the departure for Chile of Pr. Keraaan P. 
£rhen, an Anorlcan oitisen who was serving] as ship's 
surceon aboard the BsstCnraa. It will he noted that Br. 
Srhen's record and eonduot have heen such as to give 
rise to a CDS eusplelon with respect to his trustworthi- 
ness and 107a! tf. 

SeapectfuU; youra. 


6?>n 


L 


Bneloaurei 

Xo. 1 . Ueoiorandun. 


Monnett B. PaTis 
Aaarlean Consul Oeneral 


jSiVfie 35 eS5.91 


:o trsi 


. ) 


C i 


v/ 


Original and four copies to the Deportnont by air nail. 
Conflmtstlon copy to' the Denartz^nt by re^pilor zaail. 
Copy to the i^aasy. 




*.clo.up. Ko/ . « d..p;toh Ko. »M d.t.i', ««• 

trots Vonnett T HaTls, Consul Osaeral «t - 
Seentlna. on . ilject -ActlTltl.s of Oorm^ . 1» 

Argentine Porte*'. 


a:ctica.i: coi:si:i/.te cinrsRAi. ' 
Bucaoe Aires, Argentina, Januarx U# 19*0* 


lCLI0RA]3iril 


0 ^ 


50 1 Tlie Consul General. 

yR02l Vice Consul Clifton F* 

S’JBJECrrt Dr. Eomann I’. Erlien of the Oerraa Merchant 
Vessel UsBuhvoa. 

Rprarence Is made to the nanorandusi transi^tted 
•Blth despatch no, 6S2 of Korenber 17, 

forth Inforaation obtained the recalled 

Inc that ho Intended to tahe a Grace Line snip ror vn» 
United States, 

T>p Erben left the Dnsulmna In Dahla Dl^ca, 

i-dSlt^iat"r?ported“that 

;oi'^iS'wS^aui“d!S £1 

t h ias ntcecEcry for the naster to return ^ fr« 
S; de jIScl?rto Sf Sited states on a ship of another 

tlan and Departnent of Justice officers* 

dftcr bo h.>d 

K ,00 .b«t to ro“l” • •” 'L”S«: i£ ttit b. £Sd 

orlBhed to t»^ *8-jb«ooSStly^S .totod foot be «o 

roS.nM ri'sJrS?»ws‘2 

Stlfjtates but that he wouLl try to «o 
on" a vessel of the Grace Lino. 

Before bo loft he gave lafi 

SiJ'^I.S£o?l“cStS‘b.rtSS^buftbS‘ 
f “?S;.o?JJLi’’‘iiS*?b; £S. JiStoSSi ibSSStod »i 

a P^ucueae ehlp) painted over 
S r^rf^ etltcd that he would have given then to 
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J 


- £ - 


ZEIS esrlier but that he had sent thczi with some baggmg* 
to San I^anoisoo on board the S.S. Oranangar* Finall 7 , 
the dey before ho left for Chile he let slip a remarlc 
to the effect that Tito >£artana, who la the agent In 
Buenos ^Ires for the North Garcian Lloyd and who is re* 
ported to have sruoh influenea in Nazi eireles in Arfran* 
tlna, had said to him thiit he would loake a "good agent”* 
fie asserted that he had not understood what lUurtens had 
aeant et first, but thet he had gone to the Garoen Xa- ■ 
bassy the afternoon of the aame day and placed hit aer- 
Tices at its disposal. 

Dr. Erben left for Chile on Deooaber £4, but before 
departing gave dc two addresses at which he i^f^t be 
reached in the United States. He said also that he was 
a good friend of ErrolVriynn, the motion picture actor, 
and that he Ed.ght be found through him. The addresses 
ho ruve me are as follow: 

/ o/o Rudolph Soharf, 

850 lark Arenue, 

New York, Lew York. 

/ e/o Cbaunoey Tranutolo, 

I Alexander Building, 

1 Montgomery Street, 

San yreLnoleoo, California. 


C.F.Y. 


me no. B85.91 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
WASHINGTON 


Februsiry 20, 1940i 


Dear Mr. Hoover: 


With reference to previous correspondence In the 


case of Dr. Hermann Frederick Erben I hasten to en- 
close a copy of air mall despatch no* 55 of February 
1940 from the Amerlc?in Consulate at Antofagasta, Chile. 
I shall not fall to supply you with copies of any later 
reports In this case received by this Department from 

abroad. 

A copy of this despatch Is also being sent to the 
Office of Naval Intelligence. 

Sincerely yours. 





Adolf A. Berle, Jr. 
Assistant Secretary 




Enclosure: 

. / From Antofagasta, Chile, 

No. 55, February 10, 1940. 


Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation, -{i >* 


J. Edgar Hoover, Esquire, 


h’ 


Department of Justice, r ‘-i ' q. '. — - V / 

Washington, D. C. 1 ^ ^ 

& T. 

IJ7T)EXBT> IF: I- I 
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AXERICAH C0H3ULATS 

( 

Aatofagaita, Qhllt, MniaiT 10# 1«40 


(' ( 


ftUBJKCTt lrb«n, ®r. H«r*ann fpadarlok 


t- 


/ 




Yh« BonorabXa 

The Seeretarj ot State, 

VaahlagtoD. 

Sir: 

1 have the houor to refer to thie 
deepateh So. 52 of Jamiaiy2e, 1940 entitled 
Dr. Hera?jm frederlck* and to , 

Departaent regarding the person eho is the e^Jeet of 

thie deepatoh. 

On Januarj 26 nltlao the Aaierlopn S^IOHTIROALE 
•ailed at thie port and the naeter reported that he 
needed a meiBaan for the orew and 
Coneulate to provide one If any wae av^lable. Pr. 

Srben wae then in this port ee a 

paraleo to Callao on the Japanese h^EITe^^ARU, and. 

Since he had requested this 0 o» 8 ulate»e aesletanoe In 
•ignlng on an Anerlcan TeiBel, atatlng that he would 
do anything, for the purpoae of returning to the 
United States, he wae told about the Taeancy In too 
MIGHTINOALE' e crew and he promptly rwn®®ted to ne 
signed on the ressel to fill 

of the Teeeel, Captain Laurence Smarter, was me e- 
able eo Dr. Erben became a member of the • 

erew, and aalled southbound on the above date. 

The SIOHTISOALE called at this port northbound 
on February 7th and Dr. Erben 

ate to ask the undersigned to pervade Oeptwln Parker 
to discharge hln from the 
Panama Canal, stating that when he J 
▼eseelWSUEAieA at Buenos Aires. In which he claimed 

to have'^en serving as 

permitted only to bring the 5! 

Searing® and that with only this olotelng ^® 

not brave the rigor of winter *•* STiSoiiS 
If he could be discharged 

the Panama Canal *»• (Sime%25.00) mntll he 

Slimate would be milder, and where he had frlende ^ T 






• i^^l^'tM^eerved, however, th“t he managed to aave a 
good 





•ho would ' 3 hl». then askwd ^o frlondi w#rw 


ho aontio&ou the naaeo of SrroJ,^fft7liii. i® Mtor, ailfl 
Krneat^eaingway, the author, with whoa he had gone 
to StSaln to fight in the recent olTll war In 
country. Dr. Irben wae Inforwed that the Ooneulato 
had no authority to Induce Captain Parker or tte ya^^ 
lone authorities to let hln sign off there. Bo ro* 
turned to the Tessel and sailed north In It when it 
departed fron this port on February 8th. ^ 


Captain Parker also called at the Consulate on ^ 
February 8th to report that he had becone wery sue- ^ 
piolouB of the nan (Dr. Brben) which he had signed 
on here while southbound. He reported that upon 
reaching Talparalso Dr. Srben was net by a large 
delegation from the nenbers of the orew of the ^man 
sailing ship PRIEWALD, which is taking refuge there, 
and that the Inpresslon he gained wae that Dr. Broen 
was a nan of considerable Inportance to then Judging 
by the deference they showed hin and the nuaber ^ 

Mari ealuteo glwen to hln. While In Talparalso Dr. 
Erben, when not doing his Job on the IICWTINOALE, 
spent all of his tine aboard the Oeman wessel or 
photographing anything he eould train his oanera on. 
Captain Parker said he obtained a boat and went around 
the Chilean battleship LATORRE i^otographlng It fron 
Stem to stem. When the moHTIHCALE called at 
Coqulnbo northbount^ Dr. Erben wae again net y a 
large delegation of Cemans, and Captain Parker 
gained the Inpresslon that he was well known and 
appeared to be a nan of Inportanoe to nost n»bsra 
of the delegation. At this port Dr. Erben busily 
photographed oTerythlng In sight Including 
loan vessel In which he was serving. Captain Parker s 
suspicion of Dr. Erben Increased an5, since 
he was coning to Antofagasta to ship a cargo of 4,800 
tons of copper which will probably eventually find 
ite way to the allies in the European war, he gave 
orders to ttie shlp*s officers to keep a sharp eatm 
over Dr. Erben and not permit hln accese to certain 
parts of the ship. Afterward, the Chief Engineer 
reported th«t Erl>en attempted to gain accese 
his oaaera to the engine roon. This was not pemlt- 
ted because the KlffliTIKaALE Is one of the new Maritime 
Oonmlsslon freighters said to h.=ve some new develop- 
■ents In the engine roon. Strict orders were imparted 
to keep Erben out of the engine roon. 


Captain Parker eald that Erben h*d t^ea «p with 
hln the quaetlon of hie dleoharge at the Canal lone, 
and had been told that sines the vessel would not 
auike formal entry then but only stop to bunker, too i 

appropriate officials would not bs on hand to offset 
kis discharge and that it could not be dons. 

Kowsver, Captain Parker stated to the undersign^ _ 
that the discharge could bs offeoted while his vessel 
was bunkering provided it should be agreeable to the 
anthorlties, and requested this Consulate to oonnnnl- 
•ato with the authorities of the Canal lone and rn- 
<(uest then to Inform hln upon his arrival there If 





the Ban 
that Krbei 


) Alaoharged. Captain Parser faeln mm 
•«»« a Oeman agent, dttplte ’ ntatuf at 

a naturalised Aaerlean, and he wiahee W prooeed 
aooordinglj* therefore, he wlihes ndTanoe notlae from 
the Canal Zone authorltlee eo if thej refuee to allon 
Irben'e dleohai^e there he can take action «hl6h nould 
not tend to arouee lrben*i aueplolon that he ie ' 
•uepeotea of being the agent of a foreign power .. 

atteaptlng to gain aooees to the Canal, no aonanni* - 
nation hae been cent to any authorltlee of the Canal 
but a copy of thle deepatoh hae been cent to our 
Sebasey at Panana for any action deeaed by It to be 
appropriate. 




In addition to Captain Parker*! report that 
Srben photographed ererythlng around the port work! 
at Antofagasta including the copper loading operation! 
on the KIMTIHOALE, the undersigned obserred certain 
activity on hli part which wae interaatlng. Mring 
the afternoon of February 7th at about 3:00 o'elook 
Dr. Erben wae eeen entering the Oeman bank to(^her 
with the leader of the Oeman Mail party hem, bho 
is a Oeman national. Had Dr. Srben wished to ob- 
tain wxchange of aoney It seene likely that m would 
have effected the transaction in the street irosre a 
■ore favorable rate could be had. In any case it 
does not see* necessary that ha should have been 
aocoapanled 1^ the Mail leader in order to effect 
a elnple exchange operation. The deduction drawn le 
that he was either receiving coney fro* the bank or 
uelng It as a Beans of trunmlttlng and receiving 
■essages. 


During the convematione had with Dr. Srben 
certain Interesting infomatlon was moeived, but it 
Buat be taken into account that it wae all the msult 
of his own statenents. Hie Bother, Johana Srben, 
resides In Tlenna at III Arenbergrlng 19, and he has 
two sons in the Oeman amy now on active duty after 
serving In the Polish saapaign. Just befom the 
Munich orlsle he wae visiting his Bother, and he 
moeived instructions to report to amy headfluarters. 
He did and he was given a rank in the Badloal corps, 
outfitted with a wnlfom and acoountreBents, and told 
if war should bresk out he was to report at a certain 
hospital bringing 6-day *s mtlone. He aald that he 
protested on the gpi^ound that he was an Aaerioatt cltl- 
aen, but he wae told *you were bom a Oeman, you am 
of Oeman rmee, you are a Oeman, and you al way e will 
be a Oeman* • Dr. Srben amitted participation la 
the Spanish civil war and the present conflict in 
China. He mported that the only way he could get 
wut of Oemany was to place hlnself under the ordem 
of the Oeman AdBlralty and ship as surgeon on a 
Oeman ehlp. Be stated that when he reached Aaenos 
Aims on a Oeman ship, presmably the USUKAXA, after 
the outbreak of waur, and learned that it had bseone 
■nlawful for Aaerlcan oltisens to serve in belligerent 


vessels 


'V;* , 

r-i ii. ■ 


Ttfielt h( ft the rtitel Tolwatarl]! «ow»T«r, h# 
was consldaved bj Oeraan officials at ». ^nos ^wws 
to be on aotiwe duty and was told to prepay to »• 
rstumad to Osraany for furthM* ••*^^«** 
reoelTSd orders to report to the Gexwan tAoOIIA oat 
be newer did this beoauee the weasel beoone sabrollnd 
In the GRAF SPSE affair and was Interned in Vrogu^. 

Se reported that he then asked the Osman off lol ala t 
at Buenos Aires <not atatlng whether of the 
bbaeey or others) for penslssion to return to Mmaaj 
\a his own aeans. His petition was granted io ho 
•aid beoaase *1 am on aotlTO duty with the ‘V" 

Adalralty" and it realised that I would hawe a better 
chanoe of returning to Gemany and resualng serwlae 
that way than If 1 went to aea fron Buenos Aires on 
a Geraan wessel Alch would alnost certainly be sunk • 
He cald that he adopted this procedure to get away 
fz*oa the Gemans and reaoh the Bnlted States. His 
subssquent conduct along the west ooast of South Awer* 
loa does not bear out his desire to liberate hiwself 
frott contact with Gemans « but he olaiws that he nust 
continue "to put on an act to obwlate reprieve against 
those 1 lowe who are residing In Gemany*. when »§ 
reached Valparaiso Dr. Krben reports that he reeelwsfi 
orders to report to a Geman wessel in Taloahuano 
put to sea when it did. . He claimed that he dleregarded 
these orders and embarked as a passenger on the Japan* 
ese HEIIO KARU in an attempt to return to we uni tea 
States. If he fears reprisals against relat^es in 
Germany It appears thrt dlsregar^ng orders irtll be 
an excellent way tc bring them about. ®**'-?**®^” 
not. of course, telling his Ohole ctory. the fact that 
Dr. Krbcn Is on the British list of suspected Geman 
agents, as reported by the Brltlah Consul here, la 
also aignifioant. 


Hespeot fully yours, 

GSORGE H. ABAI13 
Amerloan Vice Consul 

• Fr 

820.0? (In triplicate to Department! original ^reot 
by airmail j two copies by almall pouoh from 
Santiago, Chile} 

OHA:ro (Copies tot Amerloan tobassy, Santiago, Chllt 

Consulate General, Santiago, Chile 
American Batbasay, Panama, Panama!. 
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V *>V 

been serving as a ship’s surgebn. he ml? this ‘ T 

bring tho khahi iniiforu he i.-as vi,-. 

clothing he could not breve the r „or ^;:^y,p-hQ]Q£ j^e p**- NT 

thou-ht if he could be discharged fron !II-t-1i^.G^ ax ranecHi 
he would be able to support hi^welf r/ith the irages he had 
” A OO'l until he could catch a vessel bound for Calif 

PSVE»«i‘H‘£€S « 

to let hi.u si~n off there. He returnea to the ^ssel and sailed ^ 

.rlt ihen it departed fron this port on February 8th. 
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fEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

NY FIIE WD. feS-lTlS 


RETORfTaOT 

DATE JiADE 

lERIOD 

KE7/ Y0R|, NEW YORK 
ly TTTTir •• 

3/18/40 

2/24,29/40; 

-^-/l ■ 4 1 $ . 6/ i.0 


ER. tERV^NN FREDERICK ERBEN, with aliases 
SYWPSIS OF FACTS: 


REPORT MADE BY 


liEE. 



CHARACTER 
ESPIONAGE 


f 


^ inhale from Antofagasta. Chile 

residing at 64 Hudson Street, ' 
Hoboken, New Jersey. Background of subject ob- 

2 / 5 AO subject voluntarily «lled at ' 
furnishing his ic^uit oJ 

by a^es^e presently motivated 

eyes of thf ^ standing in the 

government in order that the 

now reside in Germany may be protected Tkmi*e 
ITtr^iSof explains friendship 

cT.?:s%Vb: 


- p - 


REPERENCE: 



XI t' g=ui ’f-rV“y. *A5/4 o. 

to He. rork S?k^’06/4O. 


lETAHS: 


AT NEW YORK. >Eff YPRir 


'&v«SS?S’4^ ^ ■ 


COPIES OFfHIS REPORT: 
’.5) Bxireau 
2 San FrAcisco 
2 Los Angelas 
2 irashington Field 
y2 Newark (Information) 


y ^A't ‘ 


F - 


i./J 


5 Hew York'' ^ Un 

£®i‘ I' ffOERAL bureau OF INVESHGA 

CrSf Governo ra Is., wy.) 

(1 Co^nder D. B. Dow ,Jr,4 - MAR 21 1940 1 

0K£ Tb Ears 









4 






t 


( 





'sitln ; various towns in T>.ro£;ur.y, ulo t’o Janeiro in 7?rp.zll, 

|ut ncs /ires in the r/xntinc, r.n"’ vrricnis othvjr pl-cea In South 
/jKcJrca, li3S T.orl; at this tl'ic consistinj of lectures on various 
tropical ('isc^.sos, 



In 1931 ho rctumo<’ to the Uniter* States *.n'' hecanc a 
surjeon cn the S. S. rrGsi'''cnt Garfiolr^ of the Do11“t Line. He ' 
niatcr’ th't this was the position in whicli he took the r.ost pri(*e 
ia-.sr uch a;: Ik. hel*’ it for r. yc-ar r.nr’ a half to Dccci.ibor 23, 1932, 
at which ti e he was f*iochar^-ct*.. In explanation of his f’ischar^c, ho 
stated tint he hod bcconc acquainted v.ith one HELEN IL.SKIHI^UTH, 
c nf.-wsp^per wonan, who rojnrded herself as en;cjci to hlia anr’. who 
bcca..3j very r.uch enra^d when he bccr-.ic onjajccl to sonoone else as 
r. result of TrJiich she inforniec! the Bureau of Naxcotics that he was » 
a dejx snuijlcr, ajid In the rcsultinj investijation, wliich Li stod ' 
froa 1932 to 1936, he was continually uiv'.or a cloud of suspicion. 


In the crjly part of 1933, folloTdnj his di5Charj,-c fron 
the ft-esident rnjficl'\ Doctor Ei^BEh stated that he enlisted as a 
T;r.r surjeon in the Chinese Led Cross unf’or proalscs as to cor.iponsa~ 
tion which to hi.-; sccj.’ed ver y attractive. He p*ocoedcd to Shanghai, 
Cliina, but on his arrival found that tho proniscs woul’ not be kept 
and he accor -din^Ly ceased his connection with tho Chinese Hod Cross, 


I Hearin ■ of the '■’cvclopr.ont of nor ;;old fields in How 

ICuincn, he tli^u ht that they offered aonc possibility to hln, awi 
he nccordir:,ly p-occeded to }\cr Guinea, arr’ there not a nan ftttlrod 
in one torn shirt and onq, torn pair of pants who is the ir^ivldunl 
who Is now knovT. as EThlOlAFLYM.', the novie actor. Ik: stated that 
he end KcHOL FLYIT bvmcd around toother, travclln~ finally l^on 
Ifcw Guinea to India, to Abyssinia, an'' then to Vienna, '.ustria, ar— 
r ivin.j in the spring of 1934. In Vie-naa he spent the next year 
in post;jaduate work it the University of Vienna -and at the sano |- 
tij.Tc obtained his divorce, ' 

t 

In 1935, following’ his conplction of post^ridviato work, 
he was appointed surgeon for the Austro-.’uv.erican trans-Asiatic expedi- 
tion wliich was backed by the University of Vienna and an autooo- 
bilc association in Vienna., the object of which was to nap a route 
fron B\aT.a up throu^ Oilna, a nd the route so tr.ppod by this cx- 
pjdition ETiBEK claincr' tojic the one presently used by Chianj Kai 
Shek, Chinese £;o nor alls sine, in obtaininj his supplies froo French 

E * ^ * 

In 1935, returnin_ fron this expedition to India, Doctor - 
od that he was arrestee* on a revolver ch-iTju anil fined 
, vhich he paid. He explained that tho revolver char^ 
was neftlj’ a tni,ipcd-up rjatter and th.it the real difficulty arose 
out of the narcotic investijr.tion Instituted two years before; that 





- 8 - 


•*\ 


63-1715 

froitlos hi* ' 

Wo Kioo 0 . o rooult >*lch the «,ip nt 

atJio,^^' h°^'*S^rt,wt°;onS o5°ttot*w 

I^rcussions In puorto nice there were violent rm~ 

»-s not by various narcotic anH « if ^ Orleans where ho 
qjwstioncc', finally bein' rclcasS'^^V"^f^J^^"°° agents enr' 

i-rsi ?I/iLOKTY »Vi-s * ®^ated that else in K^»w 

K“S 

n narcotics whicA he had 

Mp nex t »ont 4^1os^ S^r'" ?” *°* Orleans, [betor 

with B^-OI, anJ^FlW 

2 'ti''lty, then deciioS to >1 1th lack 

Spanish Civil 7ar. Th&v participate In th« 

General EUNCo/^it ^ 

proper connections, <»uld not 

^f^fenents throujh Gori-jcny 2TJ3EN ondeavoroc’ to nake 

^esirlnj to jx-rticimt^ unsuccessful, nnrt stSl 

^Is and joinofl the Loyalist forcor^^n^'+^^°^ thereupon VQpt to 
chanjeover indicated! that thov h^5 atatod that this ' 

l«hlni» p “hnoctleWtS So “t Ca^f' 

Partlclpte In the ccnnict In sJ^‘\°e,^''‘i««J|=helor anxious to 

,'p aaarchm'hXSS^ o’^:i‘a1„S-‘th"^t'?u”°'«^ »«-<rory nf 

hoapltp, - anarihl.raS?i«SS.J^ ‘s*\“r° ‘"° l-iasifS 

about four nonths DQOL FWNTi w-.* Loyalist forces. After 

by Shell ftro. one- *»/" 

*“f2*®*bo United States which hi"j< ?**^i!**^ detcmlnod to ro- 
l^^uoh FLYMN ira, »t actuTu^ °®°* 1"ted that , ’ 

>»* and rirst r.i„rt. ha: gi,-S‘ * »" «>= , 


irA; 


hbeut ol,d.t ranths. 

^NListrai, ,i«k;, uiuisEfsn»»3 ?tta cXjSJ? wUer’)!' wll??sg“® 
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i VI*' •' deter 

f*' /'JiC pi«c*» «f lugg&ge lji th< 
Jr Qr; *?*■ V'i*\bed arrived Febnlary 7, 





PoirwARiicc 




^ «I w . . a-r 'BT'” I.. - 

■» “•* t-'» • •• C^IV'-.'". -’•f. •. 3 ^ 


•o NOT anirTC m rMcas 




1 






posaession of , revolver charge of 

sentenced to pay a fine of.^ r»nf!. »“.T 







rTi ■ ^M-Le/,enroute froa 

^80 to Callao on the.Japaneae aotor ahlp HEYD lURU and becaute^Tf^f^^^^ ' 
atiancy In the crew of the S. 5. NIGHTDiGiu:. *« 


• > 
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t f ■ • 

5 ' ‘ ■ - 

■r \ - 





r*-.’ '* •; 


^ Bother, 

\. i V‘-..'' _ ■ ■• - '..■-."irho «er 


her, JOHANArERBEIi, resides »t Vienna 3 irenbergrihg 19* JRBai 
reported tot have tiro tone in the German Ars^y, now on active dut^, > 



" ♦ASJO 

Navigation anc 


NEW YCSIK CITY, will keep in touch with the Bureau 


REM • 








FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

sA^Vf SJU<5y RANCiSM^'^a^ V'' ^‘S'r • ■* ’ ^Vl7>-5 


tn^j 




oprrpwppY 
Ip ^ ^ 


tb« SS.«PANAMA." Millng frott H*w York . Citj j/^VW4 
8. M40 to CriatoUl^ Canal ZociB. fcrrivlag ^ 
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'MTC WMD 4 MAOC '-'* yimoo FOU 

... ■ • ‘ ■ WHICMMABC • ,1 

.1'-5A5/40t^:. ?/2S,31;4/U,lti> 
£9j.W4n 


•J.DR. HEiy^I^>REDEKICK•tRBEN, with aliasea.' 

- o * • ^ . . 

r* f '* * • 

J 1 V ' ■ • • , , 



CKAAACTCMOf CAM 



ESPIOHACIK. . ; ■ ' •’ 


♦ * 



Vui 29 laTO *soertained dv £liL*j©C 

""'1 dv.' V 2/7/40, had baan forwarded , to Pier- 6 ^ Itorth ^var, ®aw^ork’:Clty^fp^ 

aubject at the request of 'if/ sari Frax«i^co/-'Attoivi. 
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t, Utt«- «eu« A«ga.t a&. 1W> ^ 

«ia> tn> tte 8MU I)cpM<«mt «rigln»t^ from Ifr. 

— . — Cawul at Buemoa Uru, Seuth imerlw. — 

SSS that a mambor of the »Uff of fiLf***'” ' 

Ea. to a oonvereatton Si {SS ■•^■ST " 

about ten ,esr» «u! that they bed «rkedtoge^^ 

£da during the Spanish civil w. Be spoke je^ hi^ oTK^ • 

^ ^iMlflceot physiclsn* ifco, wiTorUinstely, bjd » thf? tI?*e«4^SP^- 

sorts of Minor difficultieB. ,au.s that 

SSlkUt ^dly described Sr. ®BBI 2^ ted^SSt 

y»wa? ted boon arrested in India for eanylng * piatnl ^ ^ 

Mpttaa Both of them shot in 8paio« . ' 







I ^ ^ 


f -- ' 

t ■ ■ — 


'f 


rr ii - •■ 






- ^ B. took 6 «ry •tron« •*«>; '5“ 

«Ur »d loto*rit„ ojd .t.^4 W- 

the world to ~rk ^ bRBW* MondaWP "*T 

^^i^’^d*Sot°So .a. i «o -ho fl--' 

Cmud that the fcctor’o doing tbo irong , 

thing »t the wrong tlac, ...» 

Mr. rLTW added that he understood 
• ihlp had been revoked, and remrked he 

case vp with Mr. HOOD of the Federal oZ ^ «ti?*B v:_i 1 

Angela and with Mrs. BOOEEViLT, end that Mrs. ROOSEVELT had ac 

P^pF.M'a behalf, but to no avail. . 5 ^ . .. -V . ::i--', 

1IL‘ _ “ HmH 7 , Mr. rLIWI rt«tcd th«t be .jo^tlliied — 

la. »BEtI, el«e he no- woe » »n -Ithout • *®“J^ £- to be » Cetmin^ '5 
S;t «. liluetlce bad b.«. d« ^ ^ In 2 In^ AS 

'-' - priaooed for want of prefer doctfsentetioKi . 
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65-1716 


Mfljr 4, 1944 




Plrector, KBI 


O 

RE: DR. KE3UXST IREDERICK ERRZ17. WAS f- 
ISFIONAGE-& . • ^ ‘ 

(Bureau file 65-682) 




bV4 


Dear Blr: 


Raference la ifcde to B^eau latter to the »ew Tork Plaid Dlrlalon 

*SPIOKACE-J, Bureau file 66-63464, ' 


let' 


^Bureau fron tVi 


dated April 15, 1944. re DR. 

Reference latter encloeed a copy of 

Purn^TiBu. iui lion regaraint i>r. ~ • 

0 eiiect tiiat he vae interned In the Poo Tung Internaent Vj 

ere he eotjearod to he a etooi ,u- t - ^ 

agent provocateur. 


nToraianon regarding 

ln~Sw^H.7' ^r''" "r" ^00 Tun« Internaent VJ 

Md to be a etool pigeon" for the Japineee^ \ 

tliiitiT' ^ to the Rlehmoad Plaid DlvlalonV V 

woul^ 

r.iu..t.d ,h.t th. Ke-'Iork Tl.14 El.l.lt. s’ 

th. r.tujt. of th. lot.rrl.v to tbo Burteu' tgr l.tt.r?**^*^^®^— i I ' 


In tM- froaB^g^s vlll be cubeequentlj eat out - 

is letter definitely ldentlflee^r7~*^IRBIK at belnc Id^nt^l with 

*• of the «h 0 T. Mtitled cue. 

fill 6 ^ 31 )! * '1*H BlTloloa i. offle. of orUta (Ssa Fr.ool.oo 


.vicTcwr 




BUY 

vBirtB 

•tAYIi 

jirj >AR 

^44ondi 


t oraetien! 


was interviewed by a5>ecl»« 

on 2, 1944, at which tine he furniehed the following 

, picobtJif— 





- v.„- 


f • • ' I •■ 
19 MAT .S .1844 



I 


Ja 









4 , 1944 





^tter to I>lrector ‘ ' 

I ■-• 

W*.““b ‘o »>>♦ •««ct th»» ■ 

Miaetltto later “ Italian 

‘he ynrpoee of thlt trip ho«„r. "" '‘P“'«. f^doe. n?t^,» . 

*gen3ar;? ep,« M ~l iii i iiiii ii iii?rfii f H* Pit 



citii»Q*hip 




s»sxtr.;‘:.?i: ."•; •~-JS.“ks k .‘asr, 

ground., the., ground. 

tl»e b0 wa, A.n.turall.wl'th.r.^^ * tl»at at th. 

S«u»» of thlo Is^Tn 0.^*4 »«rrmni out for lRBD^»a u>r«.t and 


iB a “* that iRBEff aViBrtZZ rz a^^una., the., groun 

tw *** ^•“Aturall.wl'th.r. wa. a at th. ■ 

that h.eau.. of tbl. £RSJnr dar^l?*** J^rran^ut for XRBER»g arro.t and 
to th^tory JWBZJT t.U. h. ^ the United State. ^ I 

Ud !“"*•'?•* “• *1-4 friend. f 




W 65-1716 
fctiertD Director 


Separation l>etween front teeth 
on i53per jaw 

Ii knock kneed, wears glasses, and 
was wearing a gra/ heard in the ceaip. 
Believed single 
Hone known. 


It Is noted that the euhject’s description, name, background, 
alleged friendship with ERROL TLYKN etc. all identify him as being Identical 
with the subject of instant case. 


Teeth 

Characteristlos 

Marital Status 
Kelatlves in U.S. 


Kay 4, 1944 


I 



A copy of this letter is being forwarded to the San yrenr.!e^« 
riTlelon InesiEuch as they are office of origin In this ease. It is believed 
they jaay desire to interview or 

U is also believed they nay desire to piacea stop notice eh the eubjeet*e 
future entry Into the United State# in the event' euch hae not already been 
done. Inaenjuch ae there appears to be no further InveBtlgetion at this Use 
within the territory covered by the Sew York field Dlvlelon, thle eaee le 
being considered referred upon cosipletion' to the office of origin. 



ee-Sas francleco 
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EDERAL BUREAU OF. INVESTIGATION ' ■ 


V'p.™»...'r v, s*kfra*( 3 iecov-.,'v.vV',. 

Th:S CA»COA<S»o^TCO AT ■ ' .“ ■ . ■ ' ‘ - . ’ riLf ■ 


Th:S CA»COA<S»o^TCO AT ■ ' 


itkAonT M*M *1 


*F< I O/Tf MHKK I PCItlOOrpB 

8AR ?^A1'CISC0 \ r 


,1^ ^'^*--*A‘’..RJ^3''raEDERIQK‘%RBE^^ ‘V. ‘."tSfWlfAei?'- 0 

ADr< Remann Frfedericlr Erben‘.; *< i ,'♦/'■ ;»< »•. •* ; }. ^ 
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V SYNOPSIS or FACTS 


' Investigation eono e ml ng RUDOLF SHARP uegatlTr,-" . .* ' ^ 

: Dr.'HERfAK n?EDERICK ERBEN dss-orlbed ai oIciAly c.gsoolfcted^r'^A-.;;. 
with leading Gestapo agent in Shanghai, Ih , lR>iEN .(.• , 




refused repatriation to tho' U-Ninod States. 


’I A... ; • . C - U-.v r..»' ‘ vV A . ^ 
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/ REFERENCE^ ; Bureau File 35-682. '^r ' * \ ^ ‘V^j; ?' . ' 

..F . I _■ • Letter frari the Bureau du-^ed Janunrv 4. 3S44 .'~a * 


• \ dated April 6, 1944 at "C 

■ 'DETAILS! -AI SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA' »,.. * ' i. 'i ‘ L— * . 

■■ ■ •*. • i ■ ■ ' * .J 

Referenced Bureau letter renmuiteA that t-.KI ■ Ka* * ' ..'aV>'- . 


, . ' ■’ • Referenced Bureau letter requested that this ease be' 

■ -j,' ; V ■ . reopened due to the receipt of a report that Dr, HERl'AN FREDERICK BRBEN^: ^ 


, * F, , ^ 7< a6 descri bed as a Japanese "plan t** in Sha nghai 


»-■ - • F 

. ■ ■ ■<:■ . . ■-■ 
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.^U-2 »jVA. f a . F - ' l’ 

The' letter froci the Now York office to the Bureau '' 

' Indicated' the' completion of inveetlgatioa >r*5. VI 

aitJV the Now York office aod set forth a lead for the Newark office 
•,to oheok the Oermen Seanen’a Kisaion, 64 Hudson Street, Hoboken, Nee 

- i - ddildmil&Ai ‘If Df .A £RBF!K Kurf 'afiv 7 • ^ 
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^ . . sv . ' • V- .■ . ., 

- ^ ' ■■ 0^1 April 17, 1944,* Source of Information 
■ information to^Special AgentJ^ 

: •/* ^^3 rJvlaed that* subject 'was' first' interned at the 'tlmo* 

r general int or ninent in Shanghai during February or Uaroh, 1948 in i 

^ British osfflp In Shanghai. .The Executlvi ! ' - — 

:‘Vi Oommittes of the American Association requested that ERBEN he 'V ' ' 
rfi'- Interned .separately from tte crew’ of' the SS PRfiSIDENT HARRISON, 'whio^'r / ’ 

^0 the Poon Tung Camp, “pespite this, according to v^.'V •’* /• ' 

ERBEN Ijranedlatelv w«. ■4. Aw. o .1. *i /-V . 




'v 'f .^V'. , "* *** American when he registered. Be said that ln«iist^»f. I . > 

At'- -r .■ J^he Swiss requested the Jspanese to withdraw ERBEN'a ABeriean'’H ■ * i ' 

> ' • V ,‘. *nnband,‘ which request was refused, fie said also that the American. I'V '■ ’ '• 

r.n»r;j; ^ retum the Amsri Can' inuband but V" 

■■ ' ‘ V ' - .' 

: ERBEN was originally scheduled for re»'' sf-V*’ ■ 

mm ^ a 



: 




\ 1* •'* ,• ■ • »• - /'v , 

«• ’^^^ *** . ' '* *x* '■■ 

■ ' '-/■■ ■ -v> •; 

was a KqzI ftjent but he oould fUrnleh no epeoific infemetlon'^.r' ' ' 
ing this Dr, ERBEII’a aotivitlea in Shanghai or any other ‘ *V- 
tion effootlnr hia identttv othAr fhAn Ka rvi* 'rDoru.-w 




.that ho 


■' effecting hia identity other, than he believed J&r /. IBBEN c:-4 

, -• ’"-.(1'*. *n. American citizen, /-v,. -Vi'. 


Xn view of the fact that Dr, ERB2K referred td by L^.^ 
yaaldtd on Bubbling Well Road, Shanghai,’ China, and was aaa^^^Pad 





Soy.:|*ye of Information n had advised that Source of ' -...■i . . 

• Information^^ 'vould^pf asalatant in furnishing ^ f p rmA ti on ' < • ' > . ;N. . :'/ 
concerning Dr. ERBEN, ond Source of Information I m advised 

• . that they have known of Dr. ERPEK's activitiea' in Shan^ai. They n-! 
stated that hejj^s definitely tied in with Dr, ALBERTO IQ ORIKI. - 
According to hlORlNI waa def^^^joly a member of tho German 

- '. -Gestapo, and it was the belief of hat Dr. ERBEK likewise was" a V 

■■•>^.''f®mbor of the same organltetion. They explained that these two “ ' r^* 

, i. idividuals are very close to each other and that this information 


it 


wA*w ti V Vi 1 « iiu bfiav vnie 4m orma vl oD . ' s 4^ ' 

A> . ^waa known to ^e’Anerlcan Consul af Shanj^ai before the war'atarted.'fcL'V- 

- V,' r ^ how the crew of the PP.ESIDEIT HARRISON/' whioh>‘<-S'-f. '► 

. *’«®ched Shanghai after the war atarted, had been the victim of the }. 

‘ ora.’ Dr, ERBEK had ingratiated himself with*^'- ' 
through the fact that he oould produce ’ i • 

; alao well vorsed'in union activitiea and 


[5 j',- - * ; - 


the meicbera of ' the crew 

V.' «flaman’s papers, Ee was 

® oemmon under standing with the crew. EREEN, working with laORIKI^^' 
■ went to the foreign YRiCA where the crew were atoppiog and arranged 


r-V* 


> 


fl-*' 


~^-J ■ 


i J\ D®*". them to go to KlORINI'a office for medical attention, ‘They would '.' ,v 

■ ■ ■*" ‘ not be charged for medical aerTioes, but were bilked through the writing ' . 
/ ^ of expensive drug store prescriptions. The doctors would then receive ''j' 
a handsome percentage of the preaoription price. They alao prevailed^'" 



:ri / Z ® ERBEN listed on^is repstriation application forft hia only 'JT 

V' ■ •' contact' In the Dhitad States as being ERROL fLYNN. Both of these ' 

.of inf orinatl an atatod thad; tiiAv Vnnw -.Vianl nn 
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Berlla« rsbruw/ 13, 1*48 


Atismoa 


AD. eio 


VI 


Pob.86 

•AC TICK 
FC 


BUBJSCIIOA: llTraKROGAIIOH OF BHSUiAJIN JBlEDRICi 




Tbe political AArlter tor Ooraao. .ift^Lts bas tba 
tionor to •nclose herawlth eojpies of e repb^ on ttu lnt«r- 
pogatlon of uerjoan prlodrleb (or aoTob i ^MerlckT^KBSA. 

•who was r«i«tTlated troa cbioa liTTbe' peceat'Sblpaent tinl 

wrlTod at Intarnaent on October 4, 1W7, iba Intarrog&tlon 
ms carried out by latelllgence officers *t c«tp 74, 
Ludal^sburg, ^ 


Tbe BTben Interrogation aay be of Interest to tte 
Departaent of justice, notably in respect to tte narcotics 
aspect of srbe&'e past, and tte ilsslon Indicated ttet 
eoUe It ted no fortber Interest In nln bis ease sbenlt 
be brought to t.M attention of tte o^OUS nareotlo bureau 
before te was released. 


A copy of this despatch Is also being sent to tte ^ 
U.3* Consolar Braoeb et Berlin, since tte SBtter of xrben's 
citizenship oay again arise In tte near future. 


Enelosuret Copy of report of srben's Interrogation, 

* Z'^'' original and esalld to tte Oepartaent 

\ Copy to CE - lir. Bean 


^P' copy to ABsrlean Consulate Qeaeral, gtengbal 
r\ Copy to consular Braueb, Bsrlln 


• v>P BftR 19 

9-7 ^ 


mrBlanclos:ak 


f 

' 15** 


ifl 




I 


to »o* 

i d«t«a Fctoaar/ 1% 
:^>48 tram. . 


'«s 5 sr 


IHTBIilOBKE DS t^Cffl gWI 
aCRE&IiaO CtHTER 


T tWIwI » •^>Tg ; 0 * 

hVO 154 , WB ^ 
IE pe««Bb«r 1 B 47 


nr 


gPHTTAL IHT gHflOOATIQir REP(»_t 
ngTAHraS t ITRBF.B. }»WTi fttUTick 
1, ADMUtlSTR ATlTE PAtAl 

eubj.ct «ae a.poPt«a fro» Cbin^ M*plT«d *t thli ^ 
center 4 OCt 1947 * \ 

e« PFASOHAL pATA AMD ACTlYlTIESl 

y 15 loToaber ia 97 i lorn in Ti«nnfti AaitrlA. ^ 


i 


'1903 - 1907 1 _ AtUnfled »nd from pttbUc 8 C»m>^» 

Tl*nna« 


1907 - 1915 : Atteudad 8 tat« ElB^ School Tleanhi gP» 4 - 
u&t«d with BAtura. 


I' 


Li?s)..rsis ^ 5Su*s.r 


1918 - 1981 : Attendad Uxi^hralty Tienna. Bedloal sedooli , 




WW*« “I'* • 

in tha c of Morriatown, H.J. » to ^eoi» an AMrxo*« 
eltiscni and raealTed hit flrtt papara* 


19 E 6 j But>J«ot want tack to 
a degree as MedAo^jBae^. ^ patted tba 8 aw fork cIwIa 

warda laland stata Hoapltal* 


19 J? 7 , sahjact waa Ueanaad to practioa .adlclBa and 
surgary 1 ft liOftlalana* 


19 E 8 * After t»Tin£ pasaad tfta 
•tata^SfiaaWnlton, aSi«t waa alao Ucenaad toara. 


1929 : Stttjaot * 5 * 

S^UoS'JSnSJ S.SS53i 1 iort. 

Aaatralla* 


i»o. TOou bi. ««« ft.. jsjssiii.’SfiiirSs?: “• 
2 i^.;u«i*Sir^uSS. frJ. «. .««. cur«»«. 


8 ubJ..t Mob tb. 0 . 1 . S^ilSS"““ 

Court of Ban iranolaco and taca^ aaalaMd ky D^* d. C* 
citiaen, in the a^ ^!lt?^i*MntiM ttopaclfio matltota 

SlrSiSi 1 . 

fierkalay* 


1931 : 




CB O R Siy 
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_ Suloaor* to 4«sp. bo* 

( AO dotod Fobruar/ 18 j 

-iWS froB BoTlln* 

Aftor bo -roturiMd r^oB south Juiorlea. sabJoot 
oorvlco of the «Dollap Lino* os ohlp's doctor. 

Re eepved under Captain oregor/ CULLEN, -it, cobb. tr a ■ r 
on the SS Preeldont oarfleld on -RoSd'the wSSS‘.«?i!£* * 

Subject left the eDollar Line* and vent via the 
Ottlnoa on another eclentlflc expedition. 

^ blBself, onthls trip he Bet the ilia 
•tap BTPol^SiJ^OT and beeaoe a eery eloae fjrlend of eaM« 

* . 1S35; Subject returned fron new dulnea to xorose and 
took up poBt-graduate work at his old oobaol in Vienna, 

19Mi subject tccoBpanied as aedleal affieei> tha 
i^rlcan ^ansaslatlo expedition* jn this eapaelty be vent 
?r from Palestine, Trans jordhola, Iraq, Tran, 

finally Tia Rariia an^ lndo-chl» to 

1935 1 Subject returned fron Calcutta, jodia to see York. 

practiced Bedielne in DansvlUe, I* j. . 
reeelred his fourth Bedleal license, this tljaa fpoa the State 
1®^^? Towards the end of the year he took another 
trip to Soath A&ATloa tbip^S aurgaon, 

1937; He returned froa South Aaerlee ani< in ts« 

eabarked in Nee Iork“ 

lo^on and e^t via peris to Spain. Being In London subject 
a British ambulance unit, which was ooaoltted 
In Spain, Brrol funk also went as Jour- 
n^st and unofficial observer to Spain, AfUr EO days In 
Spain, subject went to Vienna and fron there to cantoni China, 

aant received a Red cross appolnt- 

Mnt, tWs tlu from toe chines® Red cress. As leader'tf a 
AToap of ten aedleal doctors, subject eaberked In Trieste ^ 

eupposeil^ had U toli ew tS 
Hospital In Nanking, slaoe Nanking had 

*>• »»* forced to find his eay 
tock to united states. Chiaag-nLl-shek«j governaent ^ 
^sregardlng the eontraots, and he returned to Atleriea ae 
e^p's surgeon on the linar •Triton*, arriving ^C^jrapaa aM 
i^naae in bbw York in springassa, . eap« am 


. *K D^lng his stay In san pedro, u.S, iJKilgratlen 

authorities, (l^peetor DAVIS) ordered ERBEI to sumndar 
Us wtvalleatlon eertlfioate, because tha governaent *vanted 
eheek up eoaethlag*. aubjeet clalas that he Burrendared 
tional^righti^ know the reason and his eonstltu* 

It Is assuned by the undersigned that the order to mar- 
render his naturellsatlen pepers was for the following) 

* latter from nr. Rebert t, JaBRX 
Branch) In which subject ie ebarged^th 
aotlvltles In nepcotic traffic. Tha sane latter Bsntlons 
ttot a pr, ERBSS Is an inUrnatlonally wanted person, a oobv 
of the letter will be ettaehed to this report, 

« Since his naturalisation papers wsre taken awar 

froa hla, subject returned en the *j|argaret Johnson* onoe 
■ore te Xurope, . Muom 
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lBr3.r«ur« to 4osj>* no* • 
eiO •ntod rolxruo^ III 
IM Itw. BorllA* 


1939; ERBSN nndo n trip no ourcoon on board tho Qornan 
■blp 83 *U 98 ukuoa" around Africa | nod alto oerrod as ihlp'n 
■oraeon on tba BS-*Wo>torlADd« on tbe Antnorp-Xow York rtSU 

i • • * 

Snbjoet elalJBs that bo roalltod tbat var aag aoro tban 
Ukal/ and atteaptad to snogelo big two boyg vbo were of 
allltary as* out of oomanjr* Ho otatog that ho would bawo • 
boea able to aeeoapligb tho tagk sloeo bo bad an agglsnasat : 
on the Qorsan ship is *DSSukunao on tho • Around Africa* run* 
Hig two gong roDolnod In Qoraanjr* Jho ontbroak of tbo~wr 
In sopteaber 1939 found HEEBH In South Afrlonn watori* f ho 
boot to which he was aggl£nod to ag ghlp»g gur*eon bad wt 
Xoureneo liarqueg In portUAueso BOgt Africa and ran tho block- 
ade ondar ordarg bp tha ftaraan adnlraltp to act as a suppl; . 
•hip for the faaous oaman ablp ■oraf 8paa* to Argantlna* 

Off the coast of Bfthla Blanca (Coast of Argentina) tha . ; 
•Ussukuna* wag sunk bP the British crulsar *sxetar*« T*a ' 
erow Benbers, so BRBKIT elnlM, ware Aaarlean eltlMM* 

8CHUSTZS ftfom Haaburg and hlnsalf* (ERBZM ftlU did not know 
whether be aetuallp lest hla oltlsanshlp}* Both of than ooi^ 
tacted u*a* authorities In Buenos Aires* Thus an Anerloaa ^ 
cltlten, SE,ESM was not iatcrnel as a tailor by tha ATganUna 
Gov«rn& 0 nt| •nd was lAswdla'tel/ rsla&swdc Us rwcelTwd Xroai 
toe u<3« Consulate In Buanog Aires an Anerlean passport (no# 
87E) and roturned to Anerlea, BMEN olaina and states th« 
he wanted to show his loyalty as an American elUten and by 
tha first chance ha racelradi be took 100 photographs af the 
hits which the •oraf spee* bed received and suffered during . 
the battle of Montevideo. - He ttates that ha gava the flUu 
to consul Mr* 130LIBH oho forwarded tbe flliia to tha d*S« 
Baval intoUlgenee. HlBBll also surrendered to M^ BIGLISM - 
and consul Br* ifluoH a detailed log of the blockato runnlagf 

tj^pe of oaBouflage used by tha 88 * 5 SSukuiBe* which be 
banled over to o,a. neval authorities*. ^ ■* ' * 


After ha had given all available naval Intalllgenee v 
about aaraan shipping In tha La Plata to v*s« nav^ authM>- 
Itlas. ERSSK crossed via the Andes into chile to Ixxvestlttte 
fiermn ehlpping Wileh bad taken refuge In great nnb^i ^ 
Chilean perts. BRBSK further olalns that be investigated ; 
tbe aensan training ship for eadets, eprlval*| which »a 
anohorad In falparalso, and raportad results to the local 
0 *8* aonaulata. 


1940: Bubjaet eallad as a craw nanbar of tha 83 ' 

•nightingale* Via west eoast ports and panaaa for lew yark# 
where be arrived at the end ti rebruary 1940* In 
be get in teueh with 9.8. naval ant harl ties and handed to 
COBsander Downer, Third 9*3* Bavhl Diitrlot, fU»s 
tornad oaman ehlps ha had taken* He also aurrendared the 
pictures af the «oraf spec*, and aada a detailed rai^t about, 
tbe naval IntalUganea ha bad bean able to coUact by - I; 
aonal contacts with tha craws of Interned Oam^ V " 

west coast ports of south Antrlean on his my fro* ▼alparalao 
to Bew york, ho also contacted FBI authorlttos and 
hl« entire stay In Bow Zork, Xroa February 1940 an. until ; 

be left X or tnie wesv ee«sb In Augu»v loao* he ranainad In ^ 

alosa contact with the FBI, Tho person woo raealvod Intelll- 
genee reports about *Buad« and *tiarnaa nfornatloD Bsreau* 
aetlvlUes was a Xr*.LABOlLL fkon the FBI* Be claims tbat 
he furnished American authorities photographs of maotlngs 
af the •Bond*, the celebration of the vialt of tha puke af 
saxony at 80tb Street, and arlglnal Baal deeujMnta# 


During 

%ID 




w ftasp* MB* 

£. ^t«d rcbnujrjr i», 
11 A froK Birlin* 


'^S^SIT 


DorlDfl WipcH ana iprU, 
mmM on tiis Aj<»pi 9 »n slilp "P*wuiB« — Irtng on* trip thPWi£4 

tte caaal aone. upon bi. 

fall ♦■<»« contract aorgcon for C*C*C« aa^ datf in tn* iv 
Cappa area bad eoae through, subject left t^ 

.r»^ vent under orders to Tt» Moultry* 8«C.i for training* 

After eoapletlon be uaa assigned to selrlng, Fl*.i for ectiva 

duty* 

subject states that his pending eltlienshlp 
his reBalnlag as surgeon for tbe u*3* 

His contract with the C.C*C. was dlseontlnned ^ Washington. 

subject went on trial before judge tbe U.B# 

District court In san Franclseo» *r. Louis dotsd ns 

District Attorney and Kr. IRAliOTOLO ncted as 
counsel. The charge, eo •'*bjeet clalas. was ttot his 
Isatlon should te sst nsids as lllsgal, Inasancb as be had not 
SMt the re<iulreaents for naturalisation* 

1, Subject bad not resided actual^ contlimousV 
for f Iwe rears prior to naturaliaatlon In the 
U»S« I but had interrupted his resldenne fer 
■ore than e nontbs at a tise* 

8* subject had not resided for 6 montha In tto - 
county froa where be had file his application 
for saturalisatlon, naaely, san Francisco 
county* 


subject states that he waited for S| Months for the 


la 


r 


toeHloB'of'tM ciupt. BlBM tbM* ••• “ 
least theoretically, that the U«6« 
the ease of losing his cltlsenshlp, subject Might race 

iS^eS Is an alien, to escape the 

to arold possible deportation or InteruMont. »«bject ' 

iJto SxlS* subject further elalMS that ^8 yibUc trial 
in sarFranelseo, his stories about •Qr^ B^e", p^ ^ 
Mr^ iSelUganee on his trail in Eezieo City* » 
ealled to a Meeting with Oeraan Consul General ifcROHliUra 
SroT Af Ur wlo^ Ulks referring U his 
Sn ^anclsco and Hitler *s theory that "eXter all bleed ms 
thicker than lnk«, subject ms effored a job as oerma In- 
telUgenee agent. ' "r 

prajRCT ACCUPTO) THS JOB AS gg a^w urmUdSyE dfflsai 

1 eubleat clalMt that he accepted tbe pre- 
position to beeoae e ' 

eaent. fully conscious of tbe fact that 
at the present, be was still an Amrlem 
eltlsen, and tbni aubjeet to the penal^ 
ef high treason. 

S* IRBEK adMlts that ha ms ant foread 

OMrMd W tfa# JOV« 4 

5, subjaet sUUs that he eedep^ ^ 
en hie own free will, and did n^ 
to construct or elalM any autbonaetloa 
froa any ef the q*b* gowernMont ^eneies 
with whoa be bad praTlous C ontmt* 

4, The reason why subject accepted to becw 
a Oarmn InUlUganea agent, so be elalM i 


was because 


3 " 




SZiclosurtt 
£10 dAUd 
1948 troa 


to d«sp. 
rebruary 
^srllzu 



^ ao fl gT 


.5. 


vac beeaucc It gave hla a unlooc coaooc 
to do COM lnt*lll£«ae« work for the 
VBltcd Statoc. What ba bad done so far 
vac onl7 vbat ole obeerred fron tbc otttcldc; 

Dov be bad a ebaaec to work fraa tbc ioc^.dc» 

He alee ctatcc that be vaated to cbov blc 
loyalty to Aaerleaa* and ratala or regain 
^ hie 8»S* elticancblpy wblob as far as at 

that tlACi January 1941 , vac still undecided* 
Subjeet stated to tbe Interrogator that be 
vac aware of the danger to become a self- 
styled, free-lance Aaerlean agent by posing 
as a Ge^sian agent* 

BevlDg agreed to beoooe a Garnan agent, subjeat was given a 
false Geroan passport under tbe naoe of Alois ECXHHTi ousle- 
lan, and so was In possession of two passports, tbe old 
Anarlcan saanan's Identification certificate and tba aboTa 
■entiooed false oeroan passport* 

Fobruary 1944.: subject was dlrooted by order of saron 

WALI2nB£RG, Geroan consul General In H«zloo, to proceed to ' 
japan because of bis previous experience and knowledge In 
tba Far last* In Tokyo, aibjaet was received by toe Geroan 
laval attache Admiral and Lt. Cmdr* Hr’.T.T,STH>T« 

Froa Tokyo, subjeet proceeded for active duty as a Gorman 
Intelligence agent to Shanghai, and was finally attached to 
tba staff of Lt* cadr* Louis Theodor 3IEFKEN, bead of tbs 
Abwebr In China* 

SOBJTCT^ 3IARTSD -gORKIHG A3 A GERMAN ISTgLIIGSXS AQgST FOR 
^ ^ Iiig 111 Gdi:fa 

It sbould be noted that at tbe tlaa subjeet las working : 
for tbe aeroan intelligence ssrvlee* be was still In pos- 
session of an Aserlcan passport and bis eltlsensblp was 
atm pending In tbe States* subject also bad a coraan 
passport, and so was protected In two ways* 


His job was to collect lafoToatian about Allied ship- 
ping, evgo, route of ships, personxMl, ste« 

subject was ordered by tba Geroan IntelUgenee to pose 
only at an ABeriean*cltlsen, and as a eosimiinlst* The reason 
why be bad to pose as ‘an Aoerlcan eognanlat oould not be 
•btslned from subject* as one reason be states that, at a 
coEmonist, tbe AMrlcan crews would not assume that be was 
working for the German latelUgence* As above mentioned 
' subjeet went on each boat which arrived In gbangbal. Invited 
tbe crews to go with him to dances and have a good time* 

on such eecaslonsbe tried to employ crew siecbers for tbs 

- owroan la^alllgence* He states that be was ordered te doa-' 
ftuM and make propaganda against tbe iTnlted stataa which 
was likely to enter the war* Further be olalms, tbat, te 
tbe best of his knowledge, ns American crew members were ever 
sf Gtrc*’' new narrlca.- 


june 194et aubjeet's next assignment cams In jnns 
194e when icr. aZSFKEir (bead of tba Abwebr), Intending te 
BRSSa es an American repatriate on tbe 88 *Coote 
Terde* te fpen a listening pest for the navy la portuguesa . 
Best Africa* Ha was trained in code work aod the use ef 
aaeret Ink and givan cover addrestas in Lisboa, wdara be 
JM supposed, te.s end. hia._report9*_ subject states tbat 




E^losurc to dosptt no* 
eiO datad rebruarv 13. 
1948 froB Baz-lin. 


- 6 - 


S1k?KSH* 8 plan did nat aaeeead becausa aubjeet did not 
dare to approecb Aaaplcan conaular authorities In ahanabal 
to ea^lneer hli rapatrlatlon, 


1943| since all plana failed* It la aasuBod bj tha 
interrogator that SISFIEK did not want anything to do with 
ERSC(7| and so ERSBif was Intertiad by the Japanese* First 
* •** Sant to Long-wha and after a short stretch la the 
Mtorlous pldgs House of tna Japanese Kaapeltal, he was 
transfaCTed to pootung caicp, ariore he reaalzwd nhtll hlS 
liberation by marlcan troops. 


1945 1 In 1945 subject was employed as a elTlUan 
mp^yea of the u.s* Aray, 12th Malaria control Detachicent 
In Klangean Airport. At this time he was arrested by the 
provost Marshal end lodged In the Anerlcah section of ward 
R.V* Jail In Shanghai, 


..u states that no charges wsre read to hla, but 

ths offlolal rslease In the local papers stated that he 
bad been arrested under the suspicion of high treason and 
WM crimes eoaaitted by HRbem. subject made the fallowing 
statement to ths Investigating officers and repeated the 
sama statement to this Intarrogatorj 

•I want to be tried as an ABsrlcsn otllaan for whatever 
acts I have congltted* Even If the technicality of the 
cancellation of ny American citizenship In spring 1941 should 
have made me from this very moment on stateless aM thus a 
Charge of high treason Impossible , I want to be tried as an 
American cltlsen. 


I accepted the offer to do oerman Intelligence work 
lu January 1941 In Mexico city* at a tine when i 
■tl^ enjo/ed American citizenship. But slnce'^I was not 
notified of the cancellation of ny citizenship until S 6 
jansary 1943 , although J bad registered ay arrival in 
Shanghai at the American consulate in March 1941, and 
later on registered with the Swiss Consulate for repatrl— 

I was folly entitled to consider myself an Amerloan 
•Itlzen until January 1943. I can prove this fact by the 
papers Issued to me for repatriation by the Swiss consulate, 
•^^ng tnat I was an Amerloan citizen, given to me on 
o Meeaber 194S* i have, therefore, on ny own responsibility 
and considering myself an Aaerlcan citizen, served before 
and after S December 1941 (that means in times of war be- 
tween America and deraany) as a German Intelligence agent, 

2 do not Intend to claim or construct any authorisation for 
•aoh work from any of the jj,a» government agensle i had 
previous dealings with, I also was In no way forced by 
Geraan authorities to work for the*, what i did 1 eon- 
aldered a unique ebanoe to prove my loyalty to the American 
whereby Z hoped te- retain or, If need bp, regain ay 
0 , 8 ^ Citizenship, for my acts l alone am responsible ax^ 

2 Intend to take full responsibility without reservatlen,* 


jannary 1946t subject states that he was uncondltlan- 
by the y.S. ATmy. ^ oift reioasa aa.L 
notified by Colonel o 'COMWH that captain Frank I, FARRELL 
wnted to see eubjeet at his offlee, CCS RIB. Ferguson, 
aouse 8 . captain FARR3LL who was at that time leading the 
Aaerlcan lovestlgatlon jeoa with headquartere In Shanghai, 
JMdge Advocate Genaral'e office, and was also considered 
to be a aaaber of O.S.S,, asked HUBEM, if ha still felt 


3li 





l 9 yml to ABerlc&i and If tw woold car* to assist Ills 
■Is si on. gnnp.w agraad and «as assigned to datj- In January 
194ft. ms rank on tba payroll aasi civilian saployss 
tj^tod statss gray, and his monthly salary star tad with 

1 90.00. snbjsct statss that his work with captain paKRSIL 
s roeordod in the govarrawat fllas of tbs jodga Advocata 
In shanghai, and consisted Balnly in eoUacting and Intar- 
prstlng sridsnes for tha war criass trial of the Eft dsfsn- 
dants, known as tha EURHSfvDT asplooaga ring. During tha 
trial hs was tha main prosecution witness, iftow tha BiSlBARDT 
trial f In Fskruary 1947, subject continued to, work for 
captain rABBZLL until his return to America. 

prior to captain PARRSLL's departure , ha banded sub- 
ject over to Colonel Amos D* UOSCEIP Jr. who was eonti na l n g 
FABESLL'i work In shanghai. 

subjsot worked continuously as an American agent for 
colonel MOSCHIP In the same capacity as be had worked for 
captain FARRSLX. S31BEII started under Colonel JiOSCRIP at 
|160,00 par month and was raised after S months, In Kay 
1947, to fSOO.OO per month, subject further states that 
ha was on active duty under Colonel llOSCIlIP's coamand until 
1 September 1947, tha day of his arrest by Chinese author- 
ities, aol he has not been notified by his offlcar-ln- 
Charge to the contrary. His last order, dated 4 sejttesber 
1947, and sent by cable to subject whan he was on board 
tha U.6.A.I. •‘General £lack«, read as follows) 

. "SIGHAL CORlft CITIIED ftlATSft ARKI 

Recalved at SlOO s 04 September, zm Shanghai, China DC NT!! 
Shanghai, KKJ CK 30 September ft, 1420. 

Colonel plumpkln for Beraann Erben, General Black, XSG* 

■a^uest you sei^ me your address In Germany Immediately 
upon arrival so that i oan maks sulUbls arrangements for 
you stop regret unable to see you just before sailing. 

colonel Koserlp. <• 



COMlRlITSt 


1. It would appear that ERBSN'e aaployment by U3 
ftrees In china was tenalnatad by his repatriation to 
Germany, since this office has reeslvad no adwlca oon- 
strnlng his handling or disposition. 

8. SRPBN la being bald until clearance for his we?/ 
^aasa Is received from h i gh e r bcadquiirtars. / 
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Mr. Coi: 




lermaii Agentj 


Tells of Spy 


Ring in Cliiiu 


Shariglpi; Oct. 3 (UR). — Herman 
- .Frod erirk^rbe n. Vienna-born phy- 
sician who was a naturalized 
American until his citizenship was 
revoked in 1B41, today admitted 
he was a German spy in China dur- 
ing the war. 

Erben testified for the prosecu- 
tion injhe trial of 27 alleged mem- 
bers olS^preau Erhardt, Grrmar. 
espionage agency which Americar. 
authorities contend supplied the 
Japanese with military information 
long after the German surrender. 

Erben boasted that he used to 
accompany movie star £rro^^iiiJuin:i 
on trips aboard the actor's yaent. 
He said he became a German spy 
jin Me.\ico City early in 1941, ana 
1 later was sent to Shanghai to got 


j information oa American shipi 


'movements. 


I Still later, he said he was iii- 
tstructed to seek out the “under- 
ground railwa.v" by whic'n Ameri- 
cans, British and other Allied na- 
tionals escaped from Snanghai to 
free China. 

Asked if he did not consider his 

E ctivilies traitorous, he denied thN 
negation, saying “I worked in .s 
apacity that I can fully ju.stify to 
uthoritics who knpw the score.” 
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Lc:;al /Attache, Havana (92-1) 


DATE: iipril 20, 10j3 


2 *.^^ 1 


6 ^ 


He Havana letter Hated January 23, 1933, captioned as 
abo\’e, and Havana letter February 19, 1039, captioned {.IZITriNd CF 
HOC9LU::3, APAIZCIIII'?, iiTir/ Yoli::, H/14/57, A-H, 

After tbe overthrow of the Batista Governnent on January 
1, 1939, all ganblinj casinos in Havana were closed until Februai^ 
19, 1939, on which date they received perraission tc reopen. i 





On Feoruar 


1959 



uoVj.c ac'cor, to su^rrent Goneoue who mt^ht 


jbe able to tal:e ’over the Sans Souci ganblinp casin 
' reportcdlye^^^^^^^^^^^a^^to an individual naraed. 
P. O. Bo:: aohin':ton . tolo dionc 


cO oO*, Co 4 ^ 4 >iv« I 

the uacbIiF7~oT Louc wealthy individuals in barysvilie, as well a 
another unidentified £jroup in Cliicapo, Illinois. 

10 - Bui'eau -f'C/zi/' 7 ^ ^ * 

(2 each; Albany, ULsluI , j > j ^ ' -4^ 


' f/y/ Seattle)^-) 'j. V' , , 

1 - Havana n^ a f' ' J 
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telephen*. . .. ^ . 7 - - -— 

to oe negotiating wita 

pui'o’.'.noa the Zzs,z Sov.oi !:ight Clv’c. ;.cco.t...^ w 
ounces rihhL CA5TaO had askoc E.^HOIr-FL'x::i;, npvle actor, 

,.>J5 r-g.-rht 02 atlc to tr;*n over '**e oine So". 7 c^ 

uh”;.' sent 2 telegi-a^ to 
v:aRhington, telephone ^ 

n- ui:=nt_oai to tl.e phone ^ 

_o.TeO indlvicual. 
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Errol Shot in Leg 
V/hi!e With Castro 


/ 



Other Sleriet an Page 7 / 

HAVANA, Jan. 6 (UPI) Holl>-u-ood f{ar Errol 
FjvLn. i' modr.'tly di.-playir.g 3 minor leg u’ound IheTlT 
£r,\r. which he fays v.ns inflicted by government bullets 
while he was roving with a rebel band last week. ! 
Flynn told a. press confer- 1 


ence here lha* he had beer, 
out three times aince Christ- 
mas Bilh lebrl itiiders in the 
eersiee of FidefjlaiUO, tiiiom 
he says be has knott n for eight 


*'I ran puarantre he b not 
a rommunist. 

“I'm sure of II. He Is a pore 
idralist, and there aren't many 
left." 


years. j i>When he was ashed about 

“There wa» some itraftpflA: gentino Drv Ernesto ,<Che> 
(In a New Year’s Eve raidjs^f'ara. a Castro lieutenant 
and. as osual whenever bul 1 ets*'^o has been accused of Red 
are flying. I took refuge." the Iraninss. the artor said "I only 
artor said. “L'nfortunalely, one Diet htm fleetmgly for a few 
bullet « hipped some chunks j tnoments.” 
off a pillar, and either a frag- 1 A» for the possible Com- 
ment or the ballet Itself grazed munist sympathies of Castro's 
me. brother Raul. Flynn said. 

“It S reany nothing, but "Well, we discussed that with 
Judging by the fuivs you'd 1 Castro, and I have just one 
think I was about to lose a ! thing to say : Anybody with in- 


leg." 

•NOT A COMMUNIST’ 

He said he is sure Castro is 
not a Communist, although he 
conceded the possibility that 
some members of his organiza- 
tion may be. He added, how- 
ever, that any Reds there may 
be In the Castro group "aren’t 
in any positions of ivower." 

As for Castro himself, Flynn 
laid: 


telligence is a Communist fat 
0 but anybody who is a Co n- 
40 ia a fool. / nd 
tauK cSstro fa a very yotng 
boy.-A^ - • * 
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riBW CLASH . . . Krrnl 
Flynn, «h» revealed he had suf- 
fered a hullel jrrare on his richt Ice 
while accompanyinc Fidel Caslro's 
tabtit in the Caban riehline. a»-sures 


a caller in Havana that he is all 
rii^hl. The screen star said Castro 
liad eiven him the scarf adorned 
with Cuban emblems whiejL ^-ia 
draped over his shoulder. 
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LYNN TODAY NUPSED A PEAL WOUND HE EAID 

Arrrr'E rebels against the batista 


y 


UPI -16S 

(ELYNN) 

HAY AN A — MOVIE WAPPIOP EFPCJ 
HE RECEIVED FIGHTING WITH 
TCPCES IN CU BA- 
THE ACTCP displayed a flesh wound CN HIE RIGHT LEG TO, NEWSMEN IN 
HAVANA, HE SAID HE RECEIVED IT JAN, 1 WHILE ACCCr^ANYING CASTPC 
FCPCF.S in a SKIPMIEH. he made three FCPAYS WITH THE REBELS IN EASTERN 
CUBA SINCE CHRISTMAS, HE SAID. 

HE HAILED CASTPO AS A FRIEND CF EIGHT YEAPS AND DEFINITELY NOT 
A COMMUNIST. 

•I*K SUPE CF IT,* FLYNN SAID. *HE IS A PUPE IDEALIST AND THEPE 
AREN'T MA^:Y LEFT." 

HE CONCEDED THEPE MAY EE SOME CCMML'NISTS IN CASTPC'S JULY 26 
MOVEMENT, BUT SAID *THEY APFN'T IN ANY POSITIONS CF PCWEP.* y 

(IN A PECCPDED INTFPVIEW WITH PADI 0 PPESS IN YOPK FROM X 

HAVANA, FLYNN ACCUSED THE BATISTA FORCES OF ATPCCTtTI? AGAINST WOMEN 
AND CHILD PEN, HE SAID THEY BEAT THEM, CUT OFF THEIR FEET AND PULLED 
CUT THEIR HAIR.) 

FLYNN SAID HE RECEIVED HIS WOUND WHILE WITH CASTPC FORCES. 

) "THERE WAS SOME STRAFING," HE SAID, "AND AS USUAL WHEN BULLETS 
/are flying, 1 TAKE REFUGE.: HE SAID HE HID BEHIND A PILLAR. 

/ •UNFOPTU^ATFLY A BULLET PIPPED OFF SOME CHUNKS CF A PILLA^ AND 
■ nTHEP A FRAGMENT CP THE BULLET ITSELF GPA2FD . IT'S REALLY NOTHING, 
BUT JUDGING FROM THE FUSS YOU'D THINK I WAS ABOUT TO LOSE A LEG.* 
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Me 


UPl-70 

(FLYNN) 

FEPEL^/PUELI CATI CN P.EVCLUTICN SCOFFED TODAY AT 

/cKmm v^itS 

-TPAFED by a gcvepnment plane while 

VlTh.A BAND CF PEBEL PAIDERS, SHOWED NEWSKEN KEPE A LEG 
CAUSED HTHER Iy A GCVEPNMENT BULLET CP 
MASCNPy IT KNOCKED OFF A PILLAR BEHIND WHICH HE HAD 

TAKEN COVER* 
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Errol, Castro Trooper, 
don't Troup in U.S. 


lenbock. said last night the 
iv-ior feel? lhat the charges are 
\3ithoul justilication. and thV 
will be able to relute themJ 
jThe veteran actor reported! 
via? nicked in the ^eg whijc 
accompanying Ftdrl 


ErreT/ lynu, a p p a r e n 1 1 > caf 
4 Trovc/.r.g 'nicely from allrg.timalc 


He can’t appear In the revoluUonary forces. 
thea'cr while the 


wound he «ys he received dur- 
ing the Cuban revolution, is 
sullenng from a much un 
kinder rut toU.\\. He s been 

1 suspended Iol conduct unbe- 
coming sn actor. 

The ad ion was taken by Ac 
iiors ftiquitv As.sn. yestrrda\ . 

altcril's eouncil heard chargerl Broadway with a 

thatihe dougi»i> Errol walked m the starring rol 
lout *1 a pla V in Cincinnati last! Errol s law \ e. . J 


[suspension remains in ellecL 
The actor reportedly aaid at 
the time that the drama of- 
fended his thospian sensibili- 
ties. The play a dramatiration 
by food-chain millionaire Hunt 
ington Hartloid of tlic novel 
Jane Eyre." later opened on 
■tlier actor 
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